


Respiratory Equipment

2. Supplied Air Respirator (Airline)

Air is supplied through a stationary tank through a high-pressure •	
hose connected to the respirator
Price range: $1200 to $1800 each•	

There are two types of respirators:
Air Purifying Respirators•	
Supplied Air Respirators•	

What are Air Purifying Respirators?
There are three types of air purifying respirators: Quarter Mask, Half Mask and Full Face Piece.

1. Quarter Mask—Filtering Face Piece

Removes particles only •	
Also known as a disposable respirator, dust mask and single-use respirator•	
Should be discarded after one use•	
There are many different types and sizes. •	 Find one that is comfortable for you! 
Types available include N95, P95, R95, N99, P100•	
Price range: N series – $1 to $4 each, R and P series – $2 to $10 each•	

2. Half Mask

Removes vapour and gas only, unless a particle prefilter (N, R, P) is also used•	
There are many different sizes and types. •	 Find one that best fits you!
Price range: $14 to $60 each•	

3. Full Face Piece

Protects the eyes, removes vapour and gas only, unless a particle  •	
prefilter (N, R, P) is also used
There are many different types and sizes available. •	 Find one that  
best fits you!
Price range: $120 to $250 each•	

What are Supplied Air Respirators?
Supplied air respirators provide air from a source, not from the surrounding 
environment. The types of agricultural situations that would require supplied air 
respirators include livestock methane, silo entry and fumigation. There are two types  
of supplied air respirators:

1. Self-Contained Breathing Apparatus (SCBA)

Air or oxygen is carried in a tank on the worker’s back•	
Price range: $1300 to $1800 each•	

What type of cartridge should I use?
The type of cartridge used in your respirator will depend on the type of contaminant you are handling. Cartridges are 
colour coded to indicate the type of contaminant protection.

Non-Prefiltered Cartridges:

Acid Gases (i.e. sulfuric acid) – White•	
Organic Vapours (i.e. solvents) – Black•	
Ammonia Gas – Green•	
Acid Gases (AG) & Organic Vapours (OV) – Yellow•	
Acid Gases, Ammonia & Organic Vapours – Brown•	
“Other” Vapours and Gases or Multiple Protection – Olive Green•	
Prefilters must be used in combination with these cartridges when •	
dust, fumes, mists, pesticides and paints are present
Price range: $3.50 to $12.00 per two-pack•	

Prefiltered Cartridges:

Dust, Fumes, Mists, Asbestos, Radionuclides and Highly Toxic Particles  •	
– Magenta (P100 filter)
Organic Vapours and P100 Combination – Black/Magenta•	
Acid Gas and P100 Combination – White/Magenta•	
Organic Vapour/Acid Gas and P100 Combination – Yellow/Magenta•	
Ammonia/Methyl Amine and P100 Combination – Green/Magenta•	
Organic Vapour/Formaldehyde and P100 Combination  •	
– Olive Green/Magenta
Price range: $3.50 to $12.00 per two-pack•	

What is the difference between a filter and a cartridge?
Filters remove particles only•	
Cartridges/canisters remove vapour and gas only•	

Should I use both filters and cartridges at the same time?
In a situation where particles, vapour and gas are present, both filters and cartridges are required•	
A Half Mask or Full Face Piece Mask is required with the appropriate cartridges and filters for the job you are doing•	
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