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Foreword…the rational behind Mic Safety Mouse 

 

The over-riding goal of the Kids’ Farm Safety Program (KFSP) resource materials is to reduce 

and/or eliminate childhood farm-related injuries and fatalities. Our resources are suitable for use by 

community clubs, public library summer programs, out-of-school or after-school programs, and farm 

fairs. But our primary educative purpose would be best served embedded within Alberta Education’s 

(K-6) Program of Studies.  

Our Mic Safety Mouse KFSP materials fill inadvertent rural gaps in the existing Health and Life 

Skills curriculum modules (e.g. street, fire, personal, bicycle safety), by adding the missing farm 

safety component, and expanding existing learning outcomes to reflect rural realities for the children 

living in the country. For example, the current strategies for walking home alone (W-K.7), Block 

Parent signs in the window (W-K.8), and calling out loudly, or asking the neighbour “next door” for 

help, are not useful rurally where the nearest neighbours may be several kilometres away. The rural 

child’s safety support network (W-2.10) differs from that of a city or town child, as do some of the 

needed safety, health/life skills, and coping strategies, and the subsequent specific learning outcomes 

(e.g. demonstrating telephone skills [W-K.10]; appropriate use of 911 [W-1.10]; accessing 

assistance [W-2.10]). Note: both “L” and “W” outcomes throughout the KFSP materials are taken 

directly from the Alberta Education K-6 Health and Life Skills Program of Studies.  

The isolation, and increased vulnerability of rural children, combined with the incidence of 

injuries and fatalities, provided the motivation for developing these Mic Safety materials to address 

the curricular gaps and incongruities. Activity Sheet suggestions, such as posting pictorial 911 

HELP sheets (Appendix B) by every phone and repeating role-play scenarios, enable even very 

young children (prior to grade one, W-1.10) to master the 911 call procedures. Since rural 

emergency 911 calls have a much longer wait/response time, the rural child has to be prepared to 

wait (alone) longer, and be more resourceful and self reliant while waiting. The Mic Safety Mouse 

activities encourage these skills. The suggested activities review, refine, and reinforce emergency 

call conduct, promote transfer of learning, and augment initial learning as the child matures.  

The Mic Safety Activity Sheets provide relevant links to daily life, using community contacts 

and resources along with cross-curricular links to Math, Language Arts, Science, Social Studies, 

Physical Education (Phys Ed.), and literacy links to additional readings. In accordance with the 

Alberta Health and Life Skills Program of Studies, Mic’s activities enable youngsters to make 

“responsible and informed” choices regarding “health and safety for themselves and others”. The 

suggested activities take into account cognitive, physical, and social developmental characteristics, 

bearing in mind that young children are naturally curious – exploring, touching, and even tasting the 

things they encounter. Mic Safety activities capitalize on this (potentially risky) curiosity by 

redirecting the children’s energy into making responsible decisions in a low-risk environment. 

Youngsters are encouraged to make informed safe choices, while simultaneously developing and 

practicing interpersonal skills basic to healthy interactions (e.g. sharing, taking turns, helping others, 

etc.). Furthermore, children actively explore, develop, and apply concepts of responsibility and 

volunteerism (in school, at home, and in the community) that impact their lives in the future.  

To help shape the still-to-come Mic Safety Mouse materials regarding safety around farm 

animals/livestock, flowing grain, and playing safely on the farm, direct your feedback to: Box 127, 

Bawlf, AB. T0B 0J0 (or phone 780-373-2467).                

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

Mic Safety Mouse user log… 

Use the chart below (see example activities) to keep track of materials used, activities, child 

groupings, comments and/or results, to better inform your own activities (as well as to provide feed-

back as to what worked best for you). 

 

Date Nature of Mic materials # of children Comments          
Sept14/07 Read Booklet # 2 together  

(10 minutes) 

Grade 2 class of 20  Talked about the NO RIDERS 

rule (p. 16). Asked students if 

they “ride”?  

Sept14/07 Viewed “Keep kids AWAY 

from tractors” poster at 

www.childagsafety.org 

/files/keep_kids_away_warning 

Grade 2 class of 20 Stats tell us even though 41% 

of childhood fatalities  

(under 15 years) are due to 

tractors, 4 out of 5 farm kids 

admit to riding on tractors with 

adults.  

Students were attentive, and 

added their own illustrations to 

the poster. 

Sept17/07 Great Farm Noise Hunt video Whole group saw 

video; groups used 

earplugs and a sound 

level meter to 

measure various 

taped farm noises. 

Kids noted the difference 

between using earmuff 

protectors and the little 

earplugs, when exposed to 

taped farm noises.  
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Farm Equipment, Machinery, and Tools    

Kids’ Farm Safety Program (KFSP) 
 

Pre/post Test and/or Assessment Tool    

 

 

1. What is the overall safety rule about farm machinery for kids? 

 

 

2. What do the following symbols/stickers mean? 

    
  

 

3. What is the rule of thumb for noise level that is safe for your ears without wearing hearing 

protection?  

 

 

 

4.  a) What is a PTO, and why are PTOs dangerous?  

 

 

b) What does ROPS mean, and why are they important? 

 

 

 

5. Tell me in detail what you would do if you saw: 

a) someone riding double on a tractor or quad?  

 

 

b) someone mowing the lawn who is not wearing hearing protection? 

 
 

c) someone flying a kite near power lines, or during a lightning storm? 

 

 

 

6. You know that if there is an emergency you need to call 911 for help. What is an emergency? 

 

 

 7. Using this (disconnected/discarded) phone, explain, and/or show me exactly how you would call 

911 for help if there was an emergency involving farm machinery and/or equipment. 



 

  

Farm Equipment, Machinery, and Tools    

Kids’ Farm Safety Program (KFSP)  

 

Pre/post Test and/or Assessment Tool   

 

Leader/teacher copy 

Children’s answers should be close to those given below, adapting them for age and/or ability 

differences in the answers they give you. 

 

1. What is the overall safety rule about farm machinery for kids? 

Answer: Stay away from farm machinery and equipment, and the area where it is being stored 

and/or used. 
 

2. What do the following symbols/stickers mean? 

 

    
 

         NO RIDERS          Danger                            Beware                         Think before 

                             pinch point        entanglement      touching 
 

3. What is the rule of thumb for noise level that is safe for your ears without wearing hearing 

protection?  

Answer: A suggested rule of thumb is if there is a need to shout in order to be heard three feet 

away, the noise levels are probably 85 dB or more, and hearing protectors are advised. (See 

“Protect your hearing” and “How much noise is too much?” in Activity Sheet # 4, pp. 14-21). 

 

4. a) What is a PTO, and why are PTOs dangerous?  

Answer: PTO stands for power take-off, a shaft that connects the tractor to a piece of 

equipment. It rotates very quickly (540 to 1000 times per minute), can catch onto loose clothes, 

hair, shoe laces, hoody drawstrings.  In one second it can pull in 2.1 metres (7 feet) of anything 

that gets caught in it (See Fact Sheet #6, p. 10, for more information).  

 

b) What does ROPS mean? And why are they important?   

Answer: ROPS means rollover protective structures. Older tractors without cabs need these 

installed to protect the driver in a rollover situation. (This is demonstrated visually in the John 

Deere kids’ video “Ready for Safety” – available from J. Deere dealerships.) 

 
5. Tell me in detail what you would do if you saw: 

a) someone riding double on a tractor or a quad? 

Answer: I would wait out of the way until the machine stopped, and they got off to see what I 

wanted. I would tell them the NO RIDERS rule, and tell them it was unsafe to ride double. 

(See Fact Sheet #7, pp. 11-12 for a more detailed answer.) 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

Farm Equipment, Machinery, and Tools    

Kids’ Farm Safety Program (KFSP)  

 

Pre/post Test and/or Assessment Tool cont. 

 

5. b) someone mowing the lawn who was not wearing hearing protection? 

Answer: I would wait out of the way until that person saw me, and stopped the lawn mower. I 

would give them a pair of earmuffs to protect their hearing, OR if I didn’t have any earmuffs, 

I would tell them about protecting their hearing and the safe 85dB noise level (See “Protect 

your hearing” Activity Sheet #4, pp. 14-21).   

 

5. c) someone flying a kite near power lines, or during a lightning storm? 

Answer: I would ask him/her to fly the kite in an open field (on a day when it wasn’t stormy) 

and explain that if the power line (or lightning) touched the kite, electricity would travel 

through their bodies to the ground, and seriously hurt them (See Fortis resources for more 

detailed information. Contact Mona Bartsoff at Fortis; Phone 403 514 4596; Email 
www.fortisalberta.com. Fortis will also send out a team with displays/handouts for in-class 

safety sessions). 

  

6. You know that if there is an emergency you need to call 911 for help. What is an emergency? 

Answer: An emergency occurs when something causes severe injury, or threatens the life of 

the person injured. This might include a runover or rollover (quad, tractor, truck, etc); being 

pinned/crushed by a farm implement/vehicle; falling out of the back of a pickup; etc. 

 

7. Using this (disconnected/discarded) phone, explain, and/or show me exactly how you would call 

911 for help if there was an emergency involving farm machinery and/or equipment. (Discarded 

phones are available at phone stores.) 

Answer: I would phone 911 and (using the 911 HELP Sheet) tell the operator my name, my 

phone number, the name of my family (or who owns the farm), the legal land description, and 

give the operator the contact number of my parents (or other emergency contact person), so 

that she/he could call them while I STAY ON THE PHONE with the operator, UNTIL HELP 

ARRIVES. (See 911 HELP Sheet, and Activity Sheet #3, p. 12). 
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Fact/Resource Sheet  #1        

Farm Equipment, Machinery, and Tools    

Kids’ Farm Safety Program (KFSP) 

 
Injury and fatality statistics and information; KFSP format, goals and objectives 

 

This KFSP Farm Machinery Resource Package provides a collection of safety ideas, resources, and 

activities related to safety around farm equipment and machinery, for use with children (K-6), and 

includes the following: 

 Fact/Resource Sheets (#1- #9) consisting of adult-oriented information that can be adapted and 

shared with youngsters.  

 Kids’ Activity Sheets (#1- #4) that provide children’s safety-oriented activities to be used with 
adult guidance. 

 Appendices (A-J) providing safety resource materials, information, and patterns for Mic Safety 
puppets that can use with the suggested activities.  

 On the Farm, Machinery Safety with Mic Safety Mouse, a safety booklet for children to read 

independently or with an adult. 

 

Alberta Agriculture, Food and Rural Development (www.agric.gov.ab.ca/farmsafety) records farm-

related injuries and fatalities, as reported to the Farm Accident Monitoring System (FAMS). Both 

incidents and agents are specified for the 1353 reported injuries reported in 2006 (see chart in 

Appendix A). This is a conservative number, in that only 55 per cent of Alberta’s hospitals reported 

injuries to FAMS in 2005. Children under 17 years of age accounted for 14 per cent (or roughly 190) 

of all reported injuries, and for three of 19 fatalities. (See Appendix A for fatalities since 1985.) 

According to the 2005 summary, 32 per cent (or 427) of the total incidents involved 

machinery/equipment and/or tools. Injuries included runovers, rollovers, crushing, falls, etc. 

 

KFSP format, goals and objectives support the following Alberta Education Program Health and 

Life Skills Outcomes (K-6 Wellness/Learning i.e. W/L): 

 Identify, know, and follow safety rules relating to farm equipment and tools, such as staying 
away from them, and, in an emergency telling adults and/or calling 911 for help (e.g. W-K7). 

 Demonstrate the ability to apply safety rules, and to make effective 911 calls for help in an 
emergency (e.g. W-1.10; L-1.3; W-2.10; W-3.10; W-4.10; W-5.10; W-6.10). 

 Be aware of the dangers of farm machinery, equipment and tools, and make appropriate 
     decisions (e.g. W-2.10; W-3.10; L-3.3; L-4.3; L-5.3; L-6.3). 

 

Statistics regarding farm equipment/machinery-related injuries/fatalities 

In Canada, in 1995, there were 503 farm-related fatalities, with 50 (10 percent) of them being 

children under the age of 15 years old. Of those 50 children, 17 were run over by machinery while 

by-standers; 15 were run over when they fell from a machine (G. Mackenzie, Winnipeg Free Press, 

June 23, 1998). In other words, during those five years, 64 percent (32 of 50) deaths were due to 

runovers.  

 

Alberta statistics show that in 2000, three of Alberta’s 22 fatalities were children (a 4½ year-old fell 

from a tractor, a ten-year old died in an ATV rollover, and a 14 year old was crushed by a gate). In 

2006, there were seven child fatalities in Alberta (see fatality chart[s] below and Appendix A).  
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Fact/Resource Sheet  #1 cont. 

Farm Equipment, Machinery, and Tools      
 

Statistics regarding farm equipment/machinery-related injuries/fatalities cont. 

 

According to CANFARMSAFE (Spring, 2001) agricultural equipment runovers alone account for 

one in four fatalities, nationally, and one in eight farm-related injuries resulting in hospitalization. 

Runovers account for 44 percent of child fatalities nationally and, are the most common cause of 

fatalities among children (often the result of children playing in work areas, or being extra riders).   

 

The Canadian Agricultural Injury Surveillance Program (CAISP) reported that between 1990 and 

2003 there were 2,828 children across Canada (under the age of 19) hospitalized for farm-related 

injuries. There were 274 childhood fatalities due to farm-related incidents (See Appendix A), and that 

21 childhood fatalities (between 1990 and 2000) were machinery-related. (Keep in mind that these 

are conservative numbers, in that not all Canadian hospitals report farm-related injuries/fatalities.)  

 

Doug French, emergency first responder with Mid-River Fire Department, reports that he has been 

called to many accidents where children are involved, and states, “statistics show about one fourth of 

agricultural accidents happen to kids who don’t live on farms. City kids aren’t familiar with the 

dangers of farm animals and machinery, but are very attracted to it” (Western Producer Farm Safety 

Handbook, July 30/98, p. 10).  This is one of the reasons for including both City Mouse and Country 

Mouse perspectives in the Mic Safety Mouse stories.  

 

Duckworth (Western Producer Farm Safety Handbook, July 30/98, p.3) analyzed the ages and 

incidence of farm fatalities in Western Canada between 1991-1995 to find children under the age of 

five were at the highest risk, especially in the runover categories. This age-related finding is reversed 

in RV/ATV and animal-related fatalities. 

 

Incident Ages 0-4 Ages 5-15  

Blind runovers  8  (80%) 2 (20%) 

Rider runovers 5  (63%) 3  (37%) 

Drowning 5 3 

RV, ATV, etc. 1  (17%) 5  (83%) 

Animal related 1 (20%) 4  (80%) 

Slope sideways roll 

over 

1 2 

Other 0 1 

Fire, explosions, or 

burns 

2 1 

Misc. blunt trauma 1 1 

Jump start 1 0 

Falling material 0 1 

Equipment towing 0 1 

Other 1     1 

              Totals 26 25 

 
The National Safety Council in the United States reported 800 known deaths and 140,000 non-fatal 

disabling injuries on farms in 1995. 
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Fact/Resource Sheet  #2 

Farm Equipment, Machinery, and Tools    

Kids’ Farm Safety Program (KFSP) 
 

Who is responsible for farm safety? 

 

Developmentally appropriate tasks and a hands-on approach educate children as to potential 

machinery-related dangers, thereby equipping and enabling them to make responsible and safe 

choices. But, ultimately, as stated by the Farm Safety Association (Fact Sheet # F-018) “on the 

farm, safety of [the] children is [the] adult’s responsibility.” (Also see the list of related articles 

below.) 

 

All farm-related activities, chores, and/or tasks should fit what a child is capable of doing. Every 

child is different, but age levels serve as helpful guidelines. The North American Guidelines for 

Children’s Agricultural Tasks (NAGCAT, 2001) available at www.nagcat.com/nagcat/pages  (click 

on “guidelines”) focus on matching youngsters’ physical and mental capabilities with the skills 

needed to complete various agri-related tasks. NAGCAT provides guidelines that help adults assign 

developmentally appropriate responsibilities and/or farm chores to children, with a minimum of risk, 

thereby reducing the likelihood of injury. 

 

Saskatchewan Labour’s Keep Kids Safe on Farms accident prevention strategies break children into 

three age groups (e.g. pre-school; ages 6 to 12; ages 13 to 18), with developmental benchmarks and 

prevention suggestions for each group. University of Minnesota Fact Sheet (AG-FS-6188-A, 1993) 

includes the developmental stages of young children, some typical risks they encounter at each 

stage, and appropriate preventative and/or protective measures. The chart describes early school-age 

youngsters (5 to 9 years old) as: inconsistent in their use of logic; wanting adult approval; wishing to 

appear competent; and being unaware of realistic dangers (e.g. more fearful of kidnapping or war 

than of a “likely farm injury”). This Fact Sheet suggests three preventative measures for the risks 

encountered: 

1. Consistent rules – which for safety around the farm machinery and equipment area include – stay 

away from moving equipment, and NO RIDERS.   

2. Discussion of safe behaviours on the farm site, plus setting, providing, and then enforcing the 

parameters of safe play areas. 

3. Assignment of simple developmentally appropriate farm chore activities, always with careful 

adult supervision. 

 

Research has shown that hands-on activities foster learning in young children, because they learn 

best by doing (sensory learning, i.e. touching/feeling, manipulating, as well as tasting and smelling). 

Hands-on experiences give children the opportunity to explore, to think concretely, and to make 

decisions based on their experiences and observations. An ancient Chinese Proverb – I hear, and I 

forget. I see, and I remember. I do, and I understand. – suggests that we all learn this way. The 

KFSP Mic Safety activities use a hands-on approach, whenever it is safe to do so, in order to 

maximize farm safety learning. 

 

Youngsters’ machinery-related injuries may in part be due to their natural curiosity. This curiosity 

lures children to climb and play on and around agricultural equipment, ask for rides on, and be in the 

same area as the farm machinery, all of which make them extremely vulnerable and subject to 

considerable risk(s). The KFSP resource package provides preventative safety information and age-

appropriate activities to help reduce risk, prevent injuries, and enable young children (urban and 

rural) to make thoughtful, safe, responsible decisions. Safety-conscious children also tend to raise 

adults’ safety awareness and compliance with safety rules, thereby helping protect children in their 

daily farm environment.  
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Fact/Resource Sheet  #2 cont. 

Farm Equipment, Machinery, and Tools      

 

Developmentally appropriate strategies, adults’ responsibility, and the hands-on approach. 

 

Related articles found in Appendix C: 

 “An ounce of prevention” (R. Rampton. Western Producer Farm Safety Handbook. p. 5). 

 “Buckle up for safety” (Case IH Canadian Farming, Winter, 2007, p. 27). 

 “Don’t take your kids to work – One Solution: a fenced off play area.” E. White maintains   
      that to avoid putting children in direct danger “You have to keep children out of the farm 

workplace.” He cites Lori Lockinger (Canadian Centre for Health and Safety in Agriculture) 

who tells parents to establish safe boundaries, and recommends “setting up a fenced area” where 

children can play, to “ensure they generally stay away from machinery” (Western Producer 

Farm Safety Handbook, July 1998. p. 8). 

 “Keep kids Safe on Farms” (Saskatchewan Labour Farm Safety Management Series.). 

 “Keeping kids off tractors can be tricky” (Western Producer Farm Safety Handbook. July 30, 
1998. p. 7). 

 “Kids and chores… how old is [old] enough?” (M. Leithead. Western Producer Farm Safety 
      Handbook. July 30, 1998. p. 6). 

 “On the farm, safety of children is adult's responsibility” (Farm Safety Association Fact Sheet 

No. F-018).  

 “Safety for life, match children's agricultural tasks to maturity level” (Seeding Today. Dec 1999. 
pp 25-26). 

 “Tractor operators: How young is too young?” (Dave Bedard, Keep Safe. p. 1). 

 “Take responsibility for safety” (C. Armstrong. Country Guide.  January 1997. pp 30-31). 
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Fact/Resource Sheet #2 cont. 

Farm Equipment, Machinery, and Tools  

 

Mic’s safety tips 

Mic says it is important for: 

 young children to stay/play in a safe, fenced play area that can be closely 

supervised. This area should be away from equipment, livestock and corrals, 

grain bins, haystacks and dugouts or ponds. (three out of seven Alberta 

childhood fatalities in 2006 were preschoolers, and Ontario statistics show 

that children between one and four years of age account for over half of the 

childhood farm-related fatalities of children less than 15 years of age.) 

 

 young children to know the hazardous product symbols, and use the same 
rule for chemicals and hazardous products as they do for matches and 

lighters: Don’t touch; Tell an adult.  (See Mic’s  booklet regarding chemical 

safety). 

 

 youngsters of all ages to understand that dangerous places around the farm (e.g. manure pits, 
dugouts, ponds, corrals, barns, equipment/machinery areas, sprayed fields, etc.) are off-limits, 

unless they are with an adult. 

 

 children to respect animals (even pets) at all times, because animals are unpredictable, especially 

new mothers, who may be very over-protective. 

 

 children to always tell an adult where they will be playing, and/or where they are going. 
 

 children to practice and role-play calling 911 until they know how to call 911 all by themselves. 
 

 phones (with the 911 HELP sheet taped beside them) to be placed at various sites around the 
farm where children can easily get to them if they have to, OR for children to carry a cell phone 

(with a mini 911 HELP Sheet taped to it) in case they need to call for help. 

 

 children who are old enough to operate farm equipment, to also know how to turn off all 

equipment on the farm, so if there is an emergency, they can turn off the equipment, prior to 

calling for help.  

 

 everyone to learn how to swim – it may save a life. 
 

 everyone, as soon as they are old enough, to learn first aid – it may save a life (Farm Credit 
     Canada sponsors St. John Ambulance “First Aid on the Farm” courses).  

 

 the whole family to tour (“walk-about”) the farm together, and develop a farm safety plan that 

they all agree to follow. 

 

 the whole family to know and practice an escape route, and have to have an agreed upon safe 
“meeting place” in case there is a fire.  
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Fact/Resource Sheet #3 

Farm Equipment, Machinery, and Tools     

Kids’ Farm Safety Program (KFSP) 
 

 

Calling 911 for help; using the 911 HELP Sheet  

Children need to know that if they encounter a life-threatening incident, they must immediately 

report the emergency to an adult. If no adult is available, the child should call 911, stay on the 

phone, and follow the instructions of the 911 personnel until the emergency help arrives. The KFSP 

911 HELP Sheet (Appendix B) is designed to be used by even very young children, in that 

illustrations above the vital information blanks serve as visual cues or prompts. If the child making 

the call needs to call a parent or neighbour (the contact number is listed at the bottom of the 911 

HELP Sheet), the 911 operator should be asked to make the call, so that the child can stay on the 

phone until help arrives. 

 

Having a completed KFSP 911 HELP Sheet 

attached to (or beside) every farm phone 

(shrinking it to fit cell phones), makes it much 

easier for a child to call 911, and helps the child 

give location information to the emergency 

crew so it can get to the scene. The 

visuals cue the child to give the 

landowner’s name and the legal land 

description so if a child can read 

numbers and letters, (s)he can 

give the needed information. 

The child also needs to say who 

the victim is, and describe the 

nature of the emergency.  

 

 

 

 

 

Additional resources: 

 Elementary Safety Book for Children can be ordered from www.regionalmapleleaf.com. 

 Contact St. John Ambulance for the First Aid on the Farm courses (www.stjohn.ab.ca or 1-800-

665-7114). 
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Fact/Resource Sheet #4        

Farm Equipment, Machinery, and Tools     

Kids’ Farm Safety Program (KFSP)     
 

Farm safety quizzes and checklists. 

 

A. Farm Safety Quiz (adapted, with permission, from “Take the farm safety challenge”  

in Keep Safe, 1998-2001, p. 1).  

 

Put a checkmark (in the box) beside yes or no. 

1. Our family often talks about farm safety. 

□  Yes, about once a week. 

□  Yes, during calving, seeding, haying, harvest, etc. 

□  No, hardly ever. 

 

2. I watch and/or help an adult regularly check/test our smoke alarms in the house and around the 

farm. □Yes □No 

 

3. a)  We have an at-home fire drill twice a year.  □Yes □No  

    b)  And I know our escape routes, and our safe meeting place.  □Yes □No  

 

4. I know what to say and do when/if I have to call 911. □Yes □No 

 

5. I know where we keep our first aid kit(s).  □Yes □No 

 

6. Someone in my family knows where I am at all times.   □Yes □No 

 

7. I stay away from farm machinery and vehicles, PTOs and augers. □Yes □No 

 

8. I stay away from haystacks, piles of grain, grain bins, and grain wagons. □Yes □No 

 

9. I stay away from manure pits and dugouts.  □Yes □No 

 

10. I always take an adult who can swim with me when I go swimming.  □Yes □No 

 

11. I only go into cattle pens, livestock barns/sheds if an adult is there supervising me.  □Yes □No 

 

12. I avoid touching hazardous substance and chemical containers.  □Yes □No 

 

13. If I see containers, at “kid-level,” with the hazard symbols on them, I tell an adult.  □Yes □No 

 

14. If I see someone doing something unsafe or dangerous, I ask him/her to stop.  □Yes  □No 

 Totals ¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯ 

 

Scoring: Each “yes” receives one point. 

12  - 15 points = Super safe! Keep it up! 

8 - 11 points = You are taking chances sometimes. Think safety before acting. 

5  - 7 points = You are not being safe, and could easily get hurt. 

Below 5 points  = You are operating in the danger zone, and are often at risk.  
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Fact/Resource Sheet #4 cont.       

Farm Equipment, Machinery, and Tools        

 

Farm safety quizzes and checklists cont. 
B. Mic’s Kids' Safety Checklist (adapted with permission from Farm Safety Association’s “How 

does Safety Rate on Your Farm?”). Indicate the best answer, the one that is right most of the time  

 

Calling the 911 HELP line: YES   NO 

 Do I always know where the closest phone is, or have a cell phone with me?   ____   ____  

 Is the 911HELP Sheet attached to each phone or posted beside it?  ____   ____ 

 Do I know how to place a 911 call for help in an emergency?  ____   ____ 

 Do I know what an emergency is?  ____   ____ 

Mic’s 911 safety tips: 

o Know where the phones are located on the farm, and/or carry a cell phone. Always have the 

911 HELP Sheet attached to each phone, in case you need to call for help. 

o When calling 911 for help, give your land location, phone number, name of the farm owner, 

nature of the emergency, and a contact number. AND, STAY ON THE PHONE UNTIL HELP 

ARRIVES. 

o An emergency occurs when something causes severe injury, or threatens the life of the 

person injured. For example, it would be an emergency if a fall/injury causes a great deal of 

bleeding, or the child is unable to breathe, move or get up after the falling when 

climbing/playing on farm equipment or a haystack, or in a hayloft (something he/she should 

never be doing). 

 

Vehicles, Farm Machinery/Equipment: 

 Do I always stay away from the farm machinery/equipment area?  ____   ____ 

 Do I stay away from PTOs (power take-offs) and other equipment  
(even when it is not running, operating, or moving)?  ____   ____  

 Do I know where the safe areas on the farm are, and what is “off-limits”?   ____   ____  

 Do I know and always follow the “NO RIDERS” rule?  ____   ____ 

 Do I always wear my seatbelt when riding in a vehicle?  ____   ____ 

 

Mic’s tips for safety around farm machinery and equipment:   

“Yes” to all of the above means you are making safe choices. But Mic has some tips for you, if you 

said “no” to any of the statements. 

o ALWAYS STAY AWAY from the equipment area, because you never know when the 

equipment might start to move. “Almost half (44 per cent) of child fatalities on Canadian 

farms are caused by runovers” (see Appendix C, “Runovers are preventable.” Canfarmsafe. 

Spring 2001. p. 3). 

o ALWAYS stay away from PTOs. They are especially dangerous because they rotate so fast 

they can entangle loose clothing, drawstrings, hair, etc. and pull the body into the mechanism 

very quickly. 

o ALWAYS play in the safe areas of the farm, and stay away from the “off-limits” areas. And 

always let an adult know where you are going to be. 

o NEVER ask for a ride on a tractor, or other farm machinery. They are not toys. The farm is a 

workplace, not a playground, and the working adults do not have time to supervise or watch 

out for children on the work site.  

o Power-operated tools and equipment such as snow blowers, garden tractors, lawn mowers, 

weed-eaters, chain saws, etc, and machines like quads, snowmobiles, and ATVs, are adult 

equipment, and are unsafe for children (under the age of 16) to operate and/or drive (see Fact 

Sheet #7). 

o ALWAYS buckle up when riding in a vehicle. 
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Fact/Resource Sheet #5  

Farm Equipment, Machinery, and Tools      

Kids’ Farm Safety Program (KFSP) 
 

Hantavirus warning 

 

KFSP activities use the Mic Safety Mouse and City Mouse puppets to help teach children about farm 

safety. But children need to understand that real mice can carry disease. Between 1993 and 2005, 

there were 25 reported cases of hantavirus in Alberta, and deer mice test results (2005) in rural East 

Central Alberta (around Hobbema, Lacombe, Ponoka and Wetaskiwin) showed up to 50 per cent of 

the tested mice were infected with hantavirus (High rates of hantavirus found in Central Alberta, 

Camrose Booster, July 5/05). Throughout Canada, 16 of the 41 reported cases have resulted in death. 

 

Children must tell an adult if they see any evidence of mice, such as mouse tracks, nests, or 

droppings. The virus is found in deer mouse droppings, their urine, and saliva. Deer mice (see photo, 

p. 25 in ON THE FARM Chemical Safety with Mic Safety Mouse booklet) live in fields, bushes, 

haystacks, machinery, sheds, barns, garages, and houses. The deer mouse is a brownish colour 

(which varies with age), with a white belly and white feet. Its tail is distinctive in that it is dark on 

top and white on the underside. 

 

Only an adult wearing protective gear should be cleaning up mouse nests and droppings. To prevent 

inhalation of the virus, respiratory protection (such as HEPA filters or NIOSH masks beginning with 

the digits TC-21C) is mandatory. Rubber gloves and goggles are needed, while dampening the area 

with a disinfectant solution (1:9 dilution of household bleach). The refuse should sit for about ten 

minutes before being double-bagged, and disposed of as garbage. The floor should be wet-mopped 

to eliminate dust. Any contaminated garments need to be laundered separately (or disposed of), and 

goggles, boots, and gloves disinfected before being removed. Hands and exposed skin must be 

washed thoroughly with soap and hot water. 

 

A person inhaling dust containing hantavirus particles can become very ill. Symptoms may include 

flu-like fever, headache, cough, muscle pains, stomach pain or nausea, followed by shortness of 

breath and a dry cough. If these symptoms occur within one to five weeks following contact with 

mouse droppings or a nest, the person should see a doctor. However, if shortness of breath suddenly 

occurs, and/or rapidly worsens, immediate medical attention is required. If a child sees someone 

with these symptoms, the child should call 911 immediately.  
 

Additional resources: 

 For information on hantavirus, visit East Central Public Health (www.ech.ab.ca) and type 
hantavirus into the search engine.  

 Quick Guide to dealing with Hantavirus, clean-up procedures and protective measures is 
available from Farm Safety Association Inc. (1-800-361-8855).  

 To access Hantavirus disease guidelines for protecting workers and the public go to the 

Saskatchewan Labour website (www.gov.sk.ca) and type in a search for hantavirus in Online 

Services. 

 Mouse puppets (as well as an excellent selection of farm animal puppets) are available from 
Baby Love in Camrose, Alberta (1-780-672-1763; www.kidalog.com).  Mic Safety Mouse 

puppet patterns are found in Appendix I. 
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Fact/Resource Sheet  #6  

Farm Equipment, Machinery, and Tools     

Kids’ Farm Safety Program (KFSP) 
 

Power take-offs (PTOs), augers, and other entanglement dangers 

 

According to the 2007 Canadian Agricultural Safety Campaign ("Protect your moving parts!"), 

entanglement in operating equipment across Canada accounts for 10 per cent of work-related farm 

machinery-related fatalities, and 28 per cent of machinery-related injuries resulting in 

hospitalization. Of these reported/hospitalized injuries 15 per cent are due to power-take-off 

incidents, 11 per cent are due to augers, seven per cent due to balers, seven per cent due to tractors, 

and six per cent due to combines. Power take-off related fatalities account for a third of 

entanglement fatalities. (“Entanglement accidents are preventable.” See Appendix C). 

 

All PTOs and augers have shields that should always be kept in place, but even then, especially if 

the shields do not cover the shafts completely, entanglement can occur. Did you know that the 

reason PTOs and augers are so dangerous is because they can entangle a person very quickly, by 

catching onto loose clothing, dangling hoody drawstrings, or long hair? The average person’s 

reaction time is between ¾ and one second, and 

 in that amount of time, a PTO can pull in approximately 2.1 metres (seven feet) of anything that 
gets caught in it, because the PTO shaft rotates anywhere from 540 to 1000 times per minute, or 

in other words, between nine to sixteen times in the second that it takes a person to react.   

 in that second, a six-inch auger entangles three metres (10 feet) of something caught in it. 

 the common speed for pulleys on combines, swathers, etc. 

is 20 metres (66 feet) per second, about nine times 

faster than a PTO shaft.  

 a lawn mower blade will have gone around 
about 39 times, in the second that it 

takes an average person to react. 

 

Children should NEVER play near or 

around any of these pieces of equipment, 

because a slip or a fall, and loose clothes, 

hair, or hoody drawstrings can cause a child 

to become entangled.  So Mic says, “Stay 

away from PTOs, augers, and other 

running equipment.” And because nobody 

can watch you every minute of every day, Mic adds, 

“it’s up to you to stay away from dangerous machinery.” 

 

 

 

Related articles (See Appendix C): 

 “Entanglement accidents are preventable” (Community Press Agricultural Supplement. Mar 20, 
2007. p. 7). 

 “Life without arms” (Western People Supplement. Oct 29, 1998. pp 13-14; and Camrose 

Canadian. July 18/99. p B21; Camrose Canadian. Aug 15/99. p A18). Jon Paul lost both his 

arms after stumbling into an auger at age three.  

 “Please pray for me, Dad!” (Readers’ Digest. Oct 1998. pp 50-59) Jonas lost one leg (from the 
knee down) in a grain auger that dragged him down into its works.  
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Fact/Resource Sheet  #7        

Farm Equipment, Machinery, and Tools     

Kids’ Farm Safety Program (KFSP) 

 
Use of ATVs, quads, snowmobiles, motorbikes, lawn mowers, snow blowers, etc. 

 

Did you know?  

 In Western Canada, five out of 25 (25 percent) of the childhood farm-related fatalities (children 

aged five to fifteen) between 1991 and 1995 were due to ATVs.  

 In Alberta, ATVs are the leading cause of sport-related fatalities (CBC, June 21, 2007).  And 
they are the leading cause of farm-related fatalities in New Zealand (www.acc.co.nz and click on 

the “rural safety” link). 

 Two of the seven Alberta childhood fatalities in 2006 were ATV-related (one child was 10 years 
old and the other was 17 years old).  In an ATV collision (August 2007), a 14-year old was 

killed, and another 14-year old was hospitalized. 

 Some people insist that ATV drivers should be at least 16 years old, because “Children younger 

than 16 years old accounted for about 40 per cent of ATV-related injuries from 1985 through 

1994” in the United States (Fact Sheet, Dec. 1995. Children’s Safety Network, Marshfield, WI). 

 In comparison to bicycle data (per 1000 vehicles) “ATV injuries are six times more likely to 
result in hospitalization, and 12 times more likely to result in a fatality” (Fact Sheet, Dec. 1995. 

Children’s Safety Network, Marshfield, WI). Yet we focus far more on bicycle safety training, 

the wearing of helmets, and such, than we do on the safe use of ATVs.  

 

According to the Children’s Safety Network (Marshfield, WI), the rate of injury for youths operating 

an ATV is more than double that of operators over 35 years of age. And “ATV operators under 16 

years, with less than one month of operating experience, under five feet in height, and weighing less 

than 100 pounds” have substantially increased the risk of injury and death on an ATV. Simply 

because of the physique, strength, 

coordination, and driving skills 

needed to handle the vehicle, 

ATVs are best operated by 

adults. In addition, some ATV 

manufacturers specifically warn 

against passengers, excessive 

speed, and riding on pavement. 

 

Another US Report (Consumer Product 

Safety Commission) stated that 4541 deaths between 1982 

and 2001 were associated with ATVs, and that 37 per cent of 

those involved children under age 16.  The Education 

Director for Farm Safety 4 Just Kids Education Director 

warns that ATV operators “must have proper training, proper 

protective equipment, and be able to fully comprehend the 

machine they are operating,” and further recommends that 

operators refrain from “accepting riders.” 
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Fact/Resource Sheet  #7 Cont.        

Farm Equipment, Machinery, and Tools  

 

Use of ATVs, quads, snowmobiles, motorbikes, lawn mowers, snow blowers, cont. 

 

Mic says: 

 Restrict use adults, and/or only use these machines under adult supervision 

 Operating an ATV, quad, snowmobile, and/or motorbike requires mature driving skills (e.g 
stopping/starting on slopes; riding up/down/across slopes; balance; using gears; cornering 

techniques; shifting body weight; use of the foot rests, etc).  

 However, IF children are operating these, BE SURE adults are supervising, and that the size of 
the machine fits the driver.  The Progressive Agricultural Safety Day Training Manual provides 

engine guidelines that suggest engines should be under 90cc for 12-15 year-olds. 

 DO NOT ride double.  ATVs are designed for one operator who can then shift his/her weight 

from front to rear, or side to side for balance, as needed. 

 Treat ATVs, quads, snowmobiles, and motorbikes as machines that have the potential to cause 
injury. 

 These machines are used for recreation, but are not toys. Always follow safety precautions. 

 When used as farm vehicles, use farm equipment rules (e.g. adults only; NO RIDERS).  

 Always wear a helmet, long pants and sleeves, eye protection, gloves, and boots when operating 
an ATV, quad, snowmobile, or motor bike. 

 Restrict use to adults, and/or only use these machines under adult supervision. 

 ATV operators should carry a cell phone (and the 911 HELP information), so they can call for 
help if they need it. 

 Only ride on approved trails. It is illegal and dangerous to ride on railway property or roads, or 

to trespass on other people’s property.  

 Understand that night or snowy conditions reduce visibility, making it difficult to see obstacles, 
and therefore greatly increases the risks when riding in those conditions. 

 
Additional resources: 

 Alberta Safety Council (1 800 310 6407) has certified ATV Course instructors for children 
(ages 6-11 and 12-15).  These courses run six to eight hours, and cost approximately $100. 

 ATV Safety Institute (www.atvsafety.org and click on Information Sheets) for ATV safety tips. 
 

What about Lawn mowers? 
Lawn mowers do not achieve the same speeds as ATVs, quads, snowmobiles, 

or motorbikes, but many lawn mowers are also very heavy, and many of the 

same driving skills are needed – especially if mowing in an area that is not flat. 

Therefore, many of the same rules apply (e.g. wear proper protective clothing, 

hearing and eye protection, etc.) The added danger, of course, is the mower’s 

cutting blades, which rotate about 39 times per second (the time it takes an 

average person to react). Objects thrown by those rotating blades can seriously 

injure bystanders, and actually send those who are hit by flying objects to 

emergency rooms for treatment. 
 

Mic says, “Keep your hands and feet away from the blades of a mower, and 

stay away from mowers when someone is operating them.”    
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Fact/Resource Sheet  #8        

Farm Equipment, Machinery, and Tools     

Kids’ Farm Safety Program (KFSP) 

 
Farm safety advocacy, USDA media guidelines for advocating farm safety 

 

Advocacy for the safety of children in rural settings is vital, in that they have limited control over 

their environment, or the messages that influence their environment. Vigilance of safety-alert adults 

within the rural community can ensure that messages being portrayed in the agricultural 

environment are safety conscious. Despite the ultimate responsibility for children's safety resting on 

the attending adults, the overall media portrayal of farming impacts the rural population's attitude 

towards farm safety, and the acceptance of what is safe and unsafe practice. When youngsters see 

unsafe practices in the media, it gives them the impression that risky practices are acceptable, 

whereas positive safety messages set safety standards to be aspired to and achieved.  

 

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) media guidelines clearly state "DO NOT... 

show individuals of any age riding in or on tractors, wagons, or the backs of pickup trucks..." yet it 

is not uncommon to see "cute" photos taken of children riding on the tractor with Grandpa at 

Heritage Days or Farm Fairs. Both youngsters and teenagers are frequently seen riding in the back of 

pickup trucks.  Moore’s painting, “August” (A Prairie Year, 1994) depicting two children in the 

back of a grain truck out in the field, was used as an Alberta Pool calendar, so it was featured on 

thousands of farm home walls, and sent the message that riding/playing in the back of a loaded grain 

truck was acceptable behaviour. Likewise in children's storybooks, children are depicted riding on a 

tractor with Dad. Kunhardt (I'm Going to be a Farmer, 1989) shows a youngster helping Dad “fix 

things,” riding on Dad's lap in the tractor, and hanging onto the edge of a potato-sorting conveyer 

belt. These sorts of images, plus catchy news items, such as the “Fearless Farmers” photo 

(Associated Press photo in Edmonton Journal, February, 27, 2001) which shows people applauding 

and cheering as the tractor rolls over the legs of two farmers “display[ing] their strength”; and the 

“Up to your neck in canola” photo (cover of Canola magazine February, 1997) all send dubious, 

unsafe messages to young children and the general public.  

 

Discussing these kinds of images and/or stories with children can involve jointly figuring out safer 

activities than those portrayed. Examples abound.  Moore’s painting is a classic example.  And the 

selection in Houghton Mifflan’s Language Arts Anthology, Down on the Farm (1992), based on 

Domanska’s poem, Busy Monday Morning (1985), but re-illustrated using modern harvesting 

equipment, also provides unsafe scenarios. This Anthology version depicts the child narrator riding 

on the haybine and in the tractor with Dad (while “mowing” and “raking” the hay), and riding on top 

of a wagon-load of bales being pulled by Dad on the tractor. There is much tradition to combat here. 

In addition to the “cuteness” of doing everything with Dad, the traditional hayride has been, and still 

is, considered a “fun” thing to do. When using these examples, also discuss the Childhood 

Agricultural Safety Network poster that shows a child riding on an adult’s lap, while stating that it is 

“easier to bury a tradition then a child” (www.childsafety.org/media/html).  Ask the children what 

sort of visual message this poster sends (see p. 14).  Discussing these types of illustrations and 

photos with children helps them identify unsafe activities that are portrayed as being harmless, or 

even cute.  It also involves sorting out what is risky, and how those situations can perhaps can be 

made safer in an adult-controlled situation).  And, it also involves deciding what is definitely and 

obviously unsafe. When it pertains to socially accepted traditions like a hayride, this is not an easy 

task, and can present an example of a grey area versus a black-and-white clear-cut decision of what 

is safe, and what is risky. The child's safety is the bottom line, and gambling with that safety is 

obviously unwise.   
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Fact/Resource Sheet #8 cont.       

Farm Equipment, Machinery, and Tools  
 

Farm safety advocacy cont. 

The Childhood Safety Network poster, “It’s easier to bury a tradition than a child” sends mixed 

messages, so we have added the big black X. 

 
 

To help reduce unsafe farm-related messages in the media, and ensure that media and advertisers 

contribute positively to farm safety, adults and children alike, can forward the United States 

Department of Agriculture (USDA) media guidelines fact sheet that follows, to publishers and 

producers, who are inadvertently sending unsafe messages. Writing letters to the editor, and 

illustrators/artists, as well as to manufacturers, farm dealerships, and agri-related businesses, and 

enclosing these guidelines, reminds them to portray safe farming practices in their publications.  In 

most cases, the recipients respond positively to requests to ask them to send messages that are more 

safety conscious. 
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Fact/Resource Sheet # 8 cont. 

USDA Farm Safety Fact Sheet 
 

Farm safety advocacy cont. 

 

USDA Farm Safety Fact Sheet (June 1996) excerpt 

Guide to Communicating Farm Safety for Editors,  

Illustrators, Cinematographers and Photographers. 
 

   Agriculture is one of the most hazardous industries in the United States. It is crucial that those 

responsible for mass media messages contribute positively to farm safety. 

   Convey safe farm practices not just with words, but with visual accuracy. Visuals can actually 

negate the verbal message, and cause irate letters to editors, resulting in embarrassing apologies to 

the public and costly retractions. Even worse, visuals portraying risky behaviour reinforce unsafe 

farming practices.  One wrong picture can undo a thousand words! Articles and stories emphasizing 

actual experiences of how safe work habits have averted tragedy are tried-and-true attention-getters. 

But be careful what your pictures are portraying while the words are being read or spoken.  
 

   The following guidelines give editors, illustrators, cinematographers and photographers a list of 

positive safety messages. 

 

Guidelines for “Safe” Safety Communication 

DO … show tractors  * Tractors should have rollover protection structures (ROPS). 

and other farm   * If slow-moving farm equipment is shown being operated on  

equipment being                         a public road, be sure it has a properly mounted SMV emblem,  

maintained and                          and front and rear lighting that is clean and in working order. 

operated safely.  * The vehicle must be operated at a reasonable speed, by an adult  

   wearing a seatbelt. 

 

DO NOT … show individuals of any age as extra riders in or on tractors, riding on wagons, or in the backs 

of pickup trucks; stepping over a rotating shaft; leaning over a conveyer; hand-feeding materials into a 

machine with moving parts or blades; climbing to heights without fall protection, stair or platform 

guarding; or using augers or ladders near power lines.  

 
Do…portray farm  * When showing farm workers with machinery, be sure they are not  

workers in proper      wearing items that could become entangled in moving machine  

clothing and                                parts;  (i.e. jewelry, drawstrings, bandannas or ties, or loose clothing).    

personal protective * Farm workers using all-terrain vehicles should be depicted wearing 

equipment for the job.                  helmets, goggles, pants, work boots, gloves, and long sleeves.  

*  Workers handling hay, grain, or silage inside structures should be     

                                                  wearing dust masks. 

*  Show farm workers mixing or applying chemicals in proper   

    clothing and personal protective equipment. 

 
DO…show children  * Children handling and feeding newborn or small animals is a sure  

playing in fenced     way to catch the public’s attention. But the children being photo- 

areas and doing                  graphed may [also] catch the unwanted attention of adult animals  

supervised, age -                           that can be dangerously protective of their offspring. 

appropriate chores.   

 

DO NOT…place children in a risky situation for the sake of your story.  Always isolate the babies 

from the adult animals during filming, and never show children playing in grain piles, wagons, or 

bins. 
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Fact/Resource Sheet  #8  cont.       

Farm Equipment, Machinery, and Tools  

 
USDA farm safety fact sheet (June 1996) excerpt cont. 

 
DO… project positive  * When writing about children, write of normal daily activities and  

images, in words      chores appropriate to the age(s) of the children. Remember: unusual  

and pictures.      responsibility may be admirable in advanced youngsters, but   

                                                       consider what is unsafe for the average child. 

 

DO NOT… show children under 14 driving any motorized farm vehicle, or children riding, climbing, 

standing, or playing on farm machinery. 

 

DO… cover positive  * Frame photos to exclude any potential safety hazard that is  

stories on adult and                      impossible to eliminate physically. 

youth groups                  * Try to include visible safety measures around the farm within   

involved in safety                          overall shots (i.e. smoke alarms and fire extinguishers mounted  

workshops and                              prominently in barns, sheds, and other outbuildings). 

projects.                                     *  Photograph areas free of clutter; show clean, obviously well-      

    maintained machinery and equipment. Dirt, clutter, and rust could  

    imply carelessness. 

*  Locate agricultural businesses in your community that have  

    excellent safety records. Detail their safety programs and provide  

    graphic illustrations of accident/cost reduction ratios. 

 

Mic says have children compare (bad) images that illustrate what not to do, to images showing what to 

do.  This can be an effective means of making a positive point, and a useful exercise, IF it is clearly 

and frequently stated that this is the “wrong/unsafe” way, and IF it is followed immediately with 

strong verbal and/or a visual message of the “right/safe” way to do things. 

 
Excerpt from USFA Media/Public Relations Perspective Overview 

Until the past decade, minimal attention has been accorded to childhood farm injuries in the news, 

except for articles published in medical or agricultural engineering journals. Health promotion theories 

explain that our expectations of socially desirable behavior are strongly influenced by what we see on 

television, read in print, and hear on radio. Therefore, the impact that the media and public relations might 

have on influencing farm safety attitudes and practices could be powerful… 

The 1983 SUCCESSFUL FARMING article regarding the death of a 17-month-old Indiana girl in a 

farm accident led the way for increasing attention to farm injuries in the lay media, primarily [because it was] 

associated with the traumatic nature of the incident and human suffering. Additionally, farm parents indicate 

their own recognition of hazards to children on farms is largely due to information gleaned from the farm 

media. 

  Several farm journals and radio programs have capitalized on this emerging interest on farm safety in 

two ways. The farm media have access to farm audiences for conducting surveys of safety attitudes and 

behaviors. Survey results then provide the basis for new stories. The farm media can also serve as a 

“sounding board” for its audience, allowing individuals to express ideas and concerns regarding appropriate 

safety interventions. 

The non-farm media is less predictive regarding coverage of agricultural safety news and its 

subsequent influence on attitudes and practices. Generally speaking, the non-farm audience has only a 

superficial interest in farm safety issues, and as a result, news coverage is sporadic. A recent (1996) example 

of coverage by the non-farm media, involving childhood farm injuries, is the People magazine cover story, 

about the North Dakota farm boy whose arms were severed by a power take-off. Coverage related more to the 

sensational aspects of the incident, and the drama of surgical reattachment of his arms, than it did to a genuine 

effort to prevent similar tragedies. Another issue in the non-farm media is that brief images portrayed in the 

media, such as a child riding the fender on a tractor in a food commercial, can send misleading messages 

regarding [safe] socially acceptable behaviors. 
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Fact/Resource Sheet  #9       

Farm Equipment, Machinery, and Tools     

Kids’ Farm Safety Program (KFSP) 

 
Personal life stories and excerpts create impact 

 

Personal life stories from people who have been involved in a farm-related injury often have a strong 

impact, because they add a real-life aspect to farm safety messages.  We have, therefore, obtained 

permission to include articles and/or excerpts in our Mic Safety Resource Package for you to use 

when encouraging youngsters to think safety around the farm. Caution: Use discretion in your 

choices, to ensure that the content material is suitable for the children in your group. 

 

Additional Resources (See Appendix C): 

 “A lot of doors close” (CANFARMSAFE. Spring 2001. pp 11-12) relates how an 18-year old 

youth became a paraplegic, and uses a wheelchair. 

 “Deaths of two brothers stun farm community” Edmonton Journal, Aug. 22, 1998.  

 “Family mourns tot” The Edmonton Sun. Jan. 1, 2003. p 3. 

 “Farmer to Farmer” Farmers with Disabilities in Manitoba, Rural Route Videos, Austin MB. 

(phone: 1-800-823-7703) relates the stories of six farmers. 

 “It Only Takes a Second” Manitoba Agriculture and Food, 4-H Youth Specialist, 25 Tupper St. 
N. Portage la Prairie, MB. R1N 3K1) gives farm safety messages from young children and teens. 

 “Just Say No, Please Say No” was posted at www.progressiveag.org. Reprinted with permission 
Progressive Farmer (Sept. 1990) during Farm Safety Week (2007). Reynold’s heart-wrenching 

tale (Sperry, Oklahoma) reinforces in graphic terms that children should not ever be allowed to 

be extra riders on tractors… even “just once.” 

 “Life without arms” (Western People Supplement. Oct 29, 1998. pp 13-14.) Jean Paul lost both 
his arms after stumbling into an auger at age three. (Also see Camrose Canadian. July 18/99.  

p B21; Camrose Canadian. Aug 15/99. p A18). 

 “Meet the world’s most amazing golfer; the day Bob MacDermott didn’t play golf changed his 

life” (GOLF. March 2005. pp 135-139) is an article about a man who lost an arm and a leg in an 

electrical incident, while helping his dad harvest a crop near Coleville, SK.  

Note: For copies of My Electrical Safety Activity Book; Lenny the Lineman placemats; and a 
shocking truth light bulb-like chart, contact Mona Bartsoff at Fortis (Phone 403 514 4596; email 

www.fortisalberta.com ). 
  “Please pray for me, Dad!” (Readers’ Digest. Oct. 1998. pp 50-59). Jonas lost one leg (from the 

knee down) in a grain auger that dragged him down into its works.  

 “Tragedy strikes” Camrose Canadian. Oct. 17, 2004. 

 “We won’t let you die, Dad!” (Readers’ Digest. Nov.1997. pp 72-77). A thirteen-year old and 

her eleven-year old sister call 911. Meanwhile, neighbours and the high school boys from a 

school bus manage to lift the hydraulic arms of a snowplow to free New Brunswick farmer, Glen 

Hilllock, so he could be rushed to hospital.  
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Kids’ Activity Sheet #1 Games  

Farm Equipment, Machinery and Tools   

Kids’ Farm Safety Program (KFSP) 

  

1.  Lotto and other card games 

Focus: to recognize various safety symbols, slogans, situations, and reinforce the NO RIDERS rule. 

You will need: Set up: 

Appendices E and F; card stock; and/or old decks of 

playing cards. 

Make and lay out the card games described below 

(i.e. Snap, Memory, and Lotto).  

Puppets and props (to help kids recognize various farm 

equipment) 

Set out Mic puppets, plus a variety of farm tools, 

farm equipment toys, and props with puppets. 

 

Procedure: 

 Make enough cards to accommodate the group.  To play card games, either turn old decks of 
cards into machinery safety cards, OR have the children help create the cards for the games by 

gluing two identical symbols or pictures on card stock to make pairs of cards.  Appendix F 

provides pairs of cards for you to photocopy onto card stock. 

 Split children into groups of four.  Shuffle the cards. 

 To play Snap, the players take turns picking up one card from the shuffled deck, and placing it 
face up, in front of them. When a matching card is turned up, the first player to call “Snap” wins 

that pair of cards. The player with the most pairs wins. 

 To play Memory, deal six to eight cards face down in front of each player. Leave the rest in a 
pile face down in the center of the table. Players take turns picking up one card from the center 

pile, and turning up another card in front of them, to see if they match. If they do, the player 

keeps that set. If the cards don't match, the dealt cards are placed face down again. And the card 

from the centre pile goes to the bottom of the pile. The player with the most pairs wins.  

 Lotto games vary.  But in a simple version the shuffled cards are placed face down in the center, 
and the children take turns picking up a card from the deck and placing any matching cards onto 

their Lotto game sheets (Appendix E). The first player to cover the all nine spaces on the game 

sheet wins. Make enough different game sheets and decks of cards to accommodate the size of 

the group. 

 The “Please be careful” heart card is a wild card, and can be used to match any space on the lotto 

sheet, or to match any other card in the card games. 

 The puppets can help explain and reinforce the rules. They can ask to play cards too, and help 
encourage turn-taking and other group and social skills needed for harmonious group work. 

Puppets help the children recognize and match the farm machinery and safety messages.  They 

can also help count the number of pairs or points, to see who is winning the game. 

 Bonus: Everyone who learns to think (and practice) safety is a winner. 

 

Links to curriculum and/or life: 

Health and life skills 

Card games and interactive puppet play promote group work. The cards increase recognition of and 

reinforce machinery-related safety messages promoting safe behaviour around farm equipment. 

 

Language Arts 

Card games and puppet play increase vocabulary and encourage communication. The activities also 

build social/group interaction skills such as winning/losing and turn-taking, while reinforcing safety 

concepts and rules. 

 

Math 

These card games use symbol recognition and matching skills. If points are assigned for the number 

of pairs collected, basic addition skills are also exercised when determining the winners. 
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Kids’ Activity Sheet #1 Games cont. 

Farm Equipment, Machinery and Tools  
 

2.  BE SAFE bingo game 

Focus: to promote, through repetition, the recognition/reinforcement of various safety symbols, and 

slogans, and to reinforce the NO RIDERS rule.  

 

You will need: Set Up: 

Numerous BE SAFE bingo cards ( for the size of 

your group). 

Provide a different bingo card for each player 

(Appendix G). 

Bingo markers, wax crayons, or small tokens to 

cover the spaces on the cards. 

Create/acquire and distribute bingo markers 

(Appendix G). 

A master (calling) sheet for the caller (Appendix 

G). 

Demonstrate calling before having children do 

it. 

 

Hint: If bingo cards are laminated, wax crayons or wipeable markers can be used as bingo markers, 

and the cards can be wiped and reused. 

 

Procedure: 

 Make enough different BE SAFE bingo cards to give one to each child in your group. 

 Each child searches his/her card for the symbol/number that is called out under the specified 
column. The game is played like normal bingo, except the card column headings are SAFE 

(instead of BINGO). For example, the caller would call out “under the S, safety live with it.” 

When a child has covered all the spaces diagonally, horizontally, or vertically, that child calls out 

“SAFE,” and the caller verifies the spaces the winner has covered. 

 

Links to curriculum and/or to life: 

Health and life skills 

Children learn social and group skills such as taking turns, and winning and losing, as well as 

exercising leadership skills when taking a turn as the caller. 

 

Language Arts 

Children build their vocabularies, and practice listening, viewing, and (limited) reading, and 

speaking. 

 

Math 

Children practice matching skills, as well as symbol and number recognition. 
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Kids’ Activity Sheet #1 Games cont. 

Farm Equipment, Machinery and Tools 

 

3. The “To be safe around farm equipment/machinery, I will...” memory game 

Focus: to help young children create, understand, repeat, and remember a list of safety rules that 

reinforce safety regarding farm machinery, equipment, and tools. 

You will need: Set up: 

One adult for every group of five children. Arrange circle seating for groups of six. 

Paper, pencils, markers, to record safety rules and 

suggestions. 

Set out paper, pencils, and markers for each 

group. 

 

Procedure: 

 With the whole group, start a list of safety suggestions and/or rules. 

 Familiarize the children with the activity by initially leading the whole group on a “trial run.” 
For example, the leader begins, “To be safe, I won't play on any of the farm equipment, because 

I might (…slip and fall, cut myself, don't know when it might start to move, etc.).” 

 This activity is similar to the travel game, “I'm going on a trip and I'm going to pack..." except in 
this case, the children produce a safety list (instead of a packing list).  But they still have to 

remember and recite each item in sequence, repeating it before adding their own suggestion/rule. 

Have each small group record all the safety ideas they come up with.  

 Encourage each small group to share their ideas in a whole group session, and when possible 

role-play or dramatize each suggestion/rule. Record all their ideas on a large sheet of paper. 

 Ask children to illustrate, paint posters, make cartoons, or demonstrate their farm machinery/ 
equipment/tools “be safe” lists. 

 Post their creations in prominent places, and submit them for publication to the local 
newspapers, which often use safety messages as “fillers,” especially during farm safety week in 

March. 

 

Links to curriculum and/or life: 

Health and Life Skills 

The children state, discuss, and record their ideas as to how they will stay safe around the farm with 

all its farm machinery, equipment, and tools. They examine the reasons for the “NO RIDERS” rule, 

discuss why it is important not to play on farm equipment, and explain what they will do to stay safe 

by making informed and responsible choices regarding their own safety and that of others.     

Language Arts 

This memory game expands vocabularies, and uses listening and memory skills. The children 

practice linking similar ideas in series within complex sentences. It also provides practice in 

recording their ideas. 

Science 

The focus on machinery can be used to learn to recognize pulleys and gears, and understand their 

functions. The speed that PTOs and augers rotate can be made real by timing the children's reaction 

times. Pointing out that in the second it takes them to jerk back their hand or foot, loose clothing, 

dangling hoody drawstrings, or long hair can become entangled and pull them into the rotating shaft. 

In one second, a PTO can pull in approximately 2.1 metres (seven feet) of anything that gets caught 

in it, because the PTO shaft rotates anywhere from 540 to 1000 times per minute.  In other words, it 

rotates between nine to sixteen times in the second that it takes a person to react. In that same 

second, a six-inch auger can entangle three metres (10 feet) of something caught in it. The common 

speed for pulleys on combines and swathers is 20 metres (66 feet) per second, which is about nine 

times faster than a PTO shaft. 
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Kids’ Activity Sheet #1 Games cont. 

Farm Equipment, Machinery and Tools 
 

4. Five-pin bottle bowling game 

Focus: to provide a game that increases recognition and reinforcement of machinery-related safety 

symbols, and slogans. 

 

You will need: Set Up: 

An area large enough to accommodate  

several five-pin bowling lanes 

Lay out the number of lanes needed for the 

 size of your group. 

Sets of five plastic bottles (pins) for each  

lane  

Place the different machinery-related slogans on 

them.(e.g. NO RIDERS; Danger Pinch Points; 

Beware Entanglement; Think; Safety Rules! etc) 

Six soft balls per lane to knock over the  

bowling bottles. And someone (wearing 

protective gear) to reset the pins and retrieve  

the balls. 

Place the balls in a bucket behind the tape line 

(adjust distances according to ages/skills of the 

participants). 

 Decide on the length of the game – and make it 

clear before beginning to bowl. This can be your 

choice or collaborative (e.g. four turns each; first 

person or team to earn 10 points; etc.) 

Procedures: (Caution – use only plastic bottles; glass jars/bottles can break and present a hazard.) 

 Have children line up behind the tape line, The first child throws two balls to try to knock 

down the plastic bottle designated by the next child in line (e.g. the second child in line 

would say “NO RIDERS” or “Safety Rules” and the child with the ball would aim for that 

specific bottle).  

 Have students use Bowling Score Cards (Appendix G) to record and tally how many points 
they earn while knocking down bottles. 

 Depending on the space available, set up several lanes to reduce the length of time students 
have to wait in line, because waiting is not productive time, and can lead to boredom and/or 

disturbances. 

 

Links to curriculum and/or life: 

Health and life skills 

This activity provides practice in recognizing safety symbols, and slogans, and subsequently 

understanding their implications in machinery-related situations.  The recognition of these symbols, 

and slogans, and understanding the safety messages, equips and enables the children to make safe 

responsible choices regarding farm machinery, equipment and tools. Group skills (e.g. waiting your 

turn, winning/losing/leading/following) are also practiced.  

 

Phys Ed 

Throwing and aiming improves eye-hand coordination, which transfers to and improves other sports 

activities. 

 

Math 

Recognizing symbols and shapes, adding up and recording the points earned, all utilize math skills. 

 

Follow-up and extension activities  

 Have the children, in small groups, invent and/or create some of their own safety games, and 
then teach them to the whole group. Following a trial run, and some reflective discussion as to 

how the game might be improved, send the small groups back to refine, and write out the 

instructions for the safety games they invent.  

4 



 

  

Kids’ Activity Sheet #2 Activities 

Farm Equipment, Machinery and Tools      

Kids’ Farm Safety Program (KFSP) 

      
 

1. Mic’s Maze  

Help Mic and City Mouse find safe places to play! 

 

Focus: to identify safe (and unsafe) places to play. 

 

You will need: Set up: 

Mic's Maze (Appendix D) pencils, markers, 

crayons; extra paper.  

Lay out one maze for each child.  Lay out pencils, 

markers, and crayons. 

 

Procedure: 

 Make enough copies of Mic's Maze ahead of time, so that you can give one to each child. 

 If children lack markers and/or crayons, have some extra ones on hand. 

 First, have the children colour the safe places to play on the maze. They may want to add other 
safe places to play as well.  Have the children put X’s on the unsafe areas and activities. 

 Have children use a pencil to draw the line to the safe places in pencil first, because they can 
erase any “dead-ends” or wrong turns. Then they can go over the line with a heavy marker, once 

they have the safe route marked out. 

 Encourage children to make a maze of their own, using spaces on their own farms, again 
colouring the safe places to play. 

 

Links to curriculum and/or life: 

Health and Life Skills 

This activity provides an opportunity to go through the thought process of choosing to play in safe 

places on the farm. The children may include chemical/hazardous product safety, if they have 

already read the first Mic Safety booklet 

about chemical safety, or they may also 

add animals to their mazes, of their own 

accord. Accept and discuss their 

choices, BUT make sure they are 

making safe choices, so that learning 

transfers to safe behaviour on their own 

farm. 

 

Language Arts 

Mic’s Maze encourages thought and 

discussion.  It promotes listening to 

others' ideas, and offers children the 

opportunity to explain, and use other 

communication skills.  These activities 

also build vocabulary. 
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Kids’ Activity Sheet #2 Activities cont. 

Farm Equipment, Machinery and Tools      
 
Activities Cont. 

2. Mapping the farm 

Focus: to introduce and reinforce the concepts of safe and unsafe play spaces, so that children can 

make informed (developmentally appropriate) choices about where to play on their own farms. 

(Adapt the following mapping activities to youngster's skills and abilities.)  

 

 
You will need: Set up: 

A big working area. Move furnishings aside to clear a large working 

area big enough for the number of children. 

Big pieces of paper; markers, pencils, crayons Lay/spread out the papers and markers on the floor 

in the big area. 

Parents/volunteers and/or information about 

the children's farms and yards. 

Station parents/volunteers, throughout the area. 

 

Procedure: 

 Discuss safe and unsafe play areas before reading On the Farm with Mic Safety Mouse: Farm 
Machinery Safety. Make a chart with the group as to what they think is safe. 

 Read the booklet together, and after the reading, revisit your chart, and add any changes in their 

perception of safe playing spaces, in a different colour. 

 Using Mic's Maze and the Mic story booklet, help each child make a map of his/her farm site. 
Ask parents for input and help for this mapping activity. 

 Have children mark the safe and unsafe play areas. They can use big red Xs and green check 
marks, smiley or frowning faces, or any other way they can think of to show safe and unsafe play 

spaces. 
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Kids’ Activity Sheet #2 Activities cont. 

Farm Equipment, Machinery and Tools   

 

Mapping the farm cont. 

 

Links to curriculum and/or life: 

Health and Life Skills 

Children will use what they have learned about machinery, equipment, and tools and safety to 

determine where and how to play safely in their own farm environments. Their learning will be 

evident in how they mark the safe and unsafe spaces on their farm (or yard and street if they live in 

town). Accept and discuss their choices, BUT make sure they are making safe choices, so that 

learning transfers to safe behaviour on their own farm. 

 

Social Studies 

This activity uses orienteering, mapping, and critical thinking skills. (Be aware of the children's 

limitations; they may not be expert cartographers yet.) Open-ended questions help children identify 

safe and unsafe locations and activities in their own home settings. Discuss why these may vary 

from child to child, and from home to home (because not every farm/home has the same layout 

and/or hazards; ages of children on that site will vary; not every home has the same rules, etc.). 

 

Math 

Drawing maps to scale can be introduced to children in upper elementary grades. 

 

Language Arts  

This mapping activity encourages unlimited discussion, promotes listening, explaining, and other 

communication skills, and builds vocabulary. It also encourages synthesis, if the child draws on 

previous learning regarding chemical safety, and/or life experiences, and incorporates that into the 

map as well. 
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Kids’ Activity Sheet #2 Activities cont. 

Farm Equipment, Machinery and Tools   

 

3. Obstacle course  

Focus: to have children demonstrate their understanding of having to stay away from/avoid the farm 

equipment area completely, even when the machines are idle.  

 to have children demonstrate that they know and follow the NO RIDERS rule (and its 

implications: one seat/seatbelt = one person i.e. the operator). 

to understand some basic safety concepts regarding electrical safety. 

 to reinforce previous learning (e.g. avoiding areas containing chemicals/hazardous products). 

You will need: Set up: 

A farm, a gym, or an outdoor space large 

enough to set up a "mock" farm. 

Designate space for the farm; designate off-limit and 

safe play areas.  

If using a real farm, utilize the farm tools, 

machinery, bins, electrical hazards, etc. If 

setting up a mock farm, collect farm toys 

(e.g.  ride-on tractors, trucks, etc.), use 

signs, pictures/posters to represent the real 

items.  

Set out a variety of farm implements, machines, 

tools, including mowers, quads, etc. (farm toys or 

posters/signs of them to be used as substitutes if 

doing a mock/simulated farm). 

Phones all around the farm (phone stores 

will donate discarded phones – or use toy 

phones); 911 HELP sheets. 

Set out phones, with attached 911 HELP sheets, 

throughout the farm area to use to practice calling 

911. 

Enough obstacle course scenarios to 

accommodate your group size, and the size 

and facilities on your "farm." 

Make up various obstacle course scenarios and write 

them out to give to the groups (e.g. how to safely 

amuse a visiting city cousin; take lunch out to a 

farmer in the field. 

Enough safe play equipment for your 

group: bats; balls; volleyball net; frisbees; 

kites; supervised puddle pool; bikes and 

helmets; bubble blowers and liquid; horse-

back riding (supervised, and with helmets). 

Ahead of time, gather play materials (e.g. toy 

tractors; puddle pool; horses to pet/ride; helmets; 

bikes; etc.) in a safe fenced play area, so that the 

children can engage in safe supervised activities 

after completing the courses. 

Procedure: 

 If setting up a mock farm, have children help set up the farm, placing a house, equipment area, 
dugouts, barns, etc. (and incorporating previous learning re chemical/hazardous product safety). 

 Take the children on a farm walk-about, marking safe and unsafe play areas. This can be done 
with real implements on a real farm – or on a mock farm, substituting posters, signs indicating 

tractors, combines, bins, dugouts, etc. On a mock farm, the children can alter the farm to make it 

safer (e.g. create a safe [kid-proof] fenced play area for young children). 

 Have children make sure every phone on the farm has a 911 HELP Sheet beside or attached to it. 

 When the farm is all set up, introduce the obstacle course concept. Have children help plot a 
sample course that avoids all the dangerous/hazardous spots (these can include chemical/ 

hazardous product areas discovered in ON THE FARM, Chemical Safety with Mic Safety 

Mouse), so that they understand safe and unsafe areas, and the concept of “off-limits”.  Include 

kite-flying and electrical safety concepts. 

 Assign an adult volunteer to each different obstacle course/group of children, and have them 
start at different beginning points to avoid congestion. The adult (along with a Mic puppet) gives 

suggestions and asks thoughtful questions, solicits explanations as to why certain areas are 

safe/unsafe (e.g. when crossing the road; avoiding the equipment yard; going around the dug-out 

or sprayed field). Tip: If centres with ride-ons are used, Mic helps decide who (females and 

males) drives the tractors, and helps the children take turns. 
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Kids’ Activity Sheet #2 Activities cont. 

Farm Equipment, Machinery and Tools Activities  

 

3. Obstacle course procedure cont. 

 Children can role-play delivering lunch/messages to someone operating a machine. They phone 

ahead to warn the driver that they are coming, and wait at the side of the field, away from the 

moving machine, where the farmer can see them, until the farmer shuts off the machine and steps 

out of/off the machine to come meet the youngster bringing the lunch or message.  

 Children return to their starting point, and map their course, placing appropriate hazard markers 
on their maps. 

 The whole group then compares what they have marked as being safe and unsafe on their 
obstacle courses, before going to play in the agreed-upon safe spaces in the centres that have 

been set up for the obstacle course, or in designated safe areas of a real farm. 

 

Links to curriculum and/or life: 

Health and Life Skills 

Hand washing (using the Glo Germ activities; Chemical 

Activity Sheet #4, p. 21) can be used prior to having a 

snack/lunch in the safe play area. This reinforces 

previous learnings, about hand washing before eating, 

and the transfer of chemicals/hazardous products 

(absorption by skin contact and ingestion) when touching 

food and one's mouth when eating. 

 

The whole process of designing and building a farm, and 

the obstacle course scenarios, gives children another 

opportunity to practice making decisions in low-risk 

(safe) group settings, with adult guidance. By applying 

what they know about safe and unsafe play spaces, in this 

controlled environment, they are equipped to transfer this 

knowledge to their home farm settings, and make 

responsible, informed, safe choices in real life.  

 

Social Studies and Math 

Plotting, setting up, navigating, and then mapping the 

obstacle course uses mapping and orienteering skills. 

Drawing maps to scale is a math skill that can be 

introduced to upper elementary-aged children. 

 

Phys Ed. 

Children use their muscles and improve coordination and 

balance while moving, lifting, carrying, stretching, 

walking, and playing.  Activity also increases blood flow 

to their brains. The small group work provides social 

interaction and develops teamwork skills. 

 

Science 

Children understand how electricity travels the path of least resistance, and the dangers of touching 

anything electrical with wet hands, or flying kites near power lines. (Contact Fortis [403 514 4596] 

for age appropriate electrical danger resources.) 
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Kids’ Activity Sheet #2 Activities cont. 

Farm Equipment, Machinery and Tools   
 

4. Sing a safety song, with machinery-related words (tune is much like "Old McDonald had a 

farm"). The lyrics reinforce some safety rules about behaviour around farm equipment. 

 
The second verse:  Mouse Mic Safety had a farm. e i e i o.  

 And on her farm she had some equipment. e i e i o.  

 A combine here, and a tractor there. An auger here and a PTO there.  

 Stay away from all machines. e i e i o. 

And so on. . . children can make up their own verses. 

 

Focus: To help young children repeat and remember safety rules regarding farm equipment, 

machinery and tools, so they will not even ask to ride on farm equipment, and will stay away from 

the equipment area.   

You will need: Set up: 

The words and music to Mic's safety song (see  

above) printed on large readable (illustrative) flip 

chart. 

Set up flip chart for use prior to beginning 

the singing. 

A piano or guitar; someone to lead the singing. 

Rhythm instruments for the children (they can 

make some of  their own). 

Have leader and instrument(s) ready to teach 

the song and lead in the singing. 

Set out rhythm instruments, if using them.  

Procedure: 

 Put the words (and pictures, for younger children) on the flip board ahead of time. 

 Read through the words with the children before trying to sing the song. Most children will be 
familiar with the Old McDonald tune – and if they aren't, play and/or sing it for them. 

 Introduce and distribute rhythm instruments to children; trade/change them periodically. 

 Repeat singing the song till youngsters know it. Invite and add other lyrics and actions. 

 As you sing additional verses, have children add (tractor) sound effects and/or actions, etc. 
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Kids’ Activity Sheet #2 Activities cont. 

Farm Equipment, Machinery and Tools  
 

Safety Song cont. 

 

Links to curriculum and/or life:  

Health and Life Skills 

Mic's song stresses the NO RIDERS rule. It reminds them not to play on farm equipment, and, for 

their own safety, to stay away from farm machinery and equipment, even when it is idle and not 

running. This in turn, helps reinforce Health and Life Skills learning outcomes (e.g. maintaining 

health and promoting safety for self and others). Working together in song, and in creating 

additional words for the song, also provides opportunities to practice life skills (e.g. work as a group, 

take turns, and get up in front of an audience). 

 

Music 

Children listen to, learn, and carry a tune, put words to music, exercise their vocal chords, and 

various other choral skills when singing Mic's song. Adding rhythm instruments adds aspects of 

rhythm and coordination. By creating their own additional lyrics, or other songs that reinforce safety 

concepts, children connect more safety messages to the melody. Adding sound effects, adding 

actions or dramatizing their composition can transform their work into a musical production. And if 

they have already read the first booklet (ON THE FARM, Chemical Safety with Mic Safety Mouse), 

they can review, incorporate, and combine those lyrics and actions as well. 

 

Language Arts 

Like writing rudimentary poetry, creating other lyrics for Mic's song, or additional safety songs, uses 

composition skills, and provides children with an opportunity to use new vocabulary. When 

involved in the process of crafting/writing a song, children often remember the rules they contribute 

longer than the rules they simply memorize.  

 

Follow-up and extension activities 

 Have children make up additional words/songs, to articulate what they understand about safety 

around farm machinery. If dramatized this can turn into a performance that reminds the audience 

to stay off farm equipment (even when it isn’t moving), and restates the NO RIDERS rule.  

 

 Youngsters can use their knowledge of the safety rules regarding farm equipment to make up 
puppet plays (see Appendix I for mouse puppet patterns, or have children make popsicle-stick or 

sock puppets), and include music and/or songs in the script.  

 

 With parental permission and help, upper elementary children can use disposable cameras or 
camcorders to take photos showing farmers and farm children following Mic's safety rules. They 

could also interview farmers about safe and unsafe practices around farm machinery. The photos 

can be projected on the wall, turned into a power point presentation, video, or disc (high school 

students can do these as class projects), and can be combined with music to present at a 

community event (e.g. during Farm Safety Week in March).  
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Kids’ Activity Sheet #3 

Farm Equipment, Machinery and Tools Activities  

Kids Farm Safety Program (KFSP)  

 
Calling 911 for help: What to do in an emergency 

 
Using the 911 HELP Sheet 

Focus: to teach young children what to do if there is an injury/emergency involving farm 

equipment/machinery. 

You will need: Set up: 

Enough phones and 911 HELP Sheets (Appendix B) for 

each phone in the Mic Safety program area, and enough 

to send home with each child for every phone on the 

farm. 

Place toy or discarded phones (from 

phone 

stores) throughout the area, so that the 

children can role-play calling 911.  

Attach 911 HELP Sheets to each phone. 

A big enough area to set up a mock farm, with various 

centres.  

Lay/set out role-play props in the big 

area. 

Ride-on tractors, wagons, trucks (from garage sales, toy 

stores, farm dealerships, donors, etc.), farmer dolls, 

puppets, etc. 

Make sure tractors have seat belts; if 

possible add ROPS to each tractor. 

Adult volunteers (parents, police, fire fighters) to act as 

911 operators, and to supervise/help as needed. 

Ask adults to spread out, to help children 

fill out 911 HELP Sheets, and role-play 

calling 911 in various scenarios. 

Use whatever resources you have. Equipment 

dealers can be approached for toy donations and/or 

toy loans. Make the experience hands-on, because 

it helps children remember. Young children learn 

by doing, rather than just "being told." 

 

Procedure: 

 Incorporate adult volunteers 
(paramedics, parents, EMS 

personnel, doctors, police, etc.) 

throughout the centres to 

work with the children. 

Familiarize the adults with 

the instructions on the back of 

the 911 HELP Sheet ahead of 

time, so they can help children 

fill in the information on the front. 

(Make sure young children 

know the difference between 

the 6 and the 9.) 

 Use permanent red marker to colour the 9 and 1 on the Sheet, and all phones. 

 Review what an emergency is (an emergency occurs when something causes severe injury, or 

threatens the life of the person injured), and engage the children in listing examples of 

emergencies. These might include: a runover (quad, tractor, truck, etc.); being pinned/crushed by 

a farm implement/vehicle; falling out of the back of a pickup truck; etc. Or children may add 

other situations, such as falling off a piece of equipment the child has been climbing on, with the 

result being the child cannot breathe or move.  Any emergencies that they think of should be 

taken seriously and worked through.  
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Kids’ Activity Sheet #3 cont. 

Farm Equipment, Machinery and Tools Activities 

Kids Farm Safety Program (KFSP) 

 

Using the "911 HELP Sheet" cont. 

Procedure cont. 

 Have children role-play emergencies (and provide props so they can do this – tractors, trucks, 
toy or discarded phones, bandages, splints, clean cloths and latex gloves to protect their hands 

from contact with blood, stethoscopes/first aid kits for the emergency crew, etc.). 

 Use the adult volunteers as 911 operators to coach the children through the prompts on the 911 

HELP Sheet (state phone number, name of land owner, legal land description, and stay on the 

phone while the operator calls the contact number/parent).  Have them practice describing the 

nature of the injury/emergency, so that the children will know what to do if/when they encounter 

a machinery related injury. Adults need to remind the children to STAY ON THE PHONE 

UNTIL HELP ARRIVES.  

 

Links to curriculum and/or life: 

Health and Life Skills 

These 911 HELP activities, if practiced repeatedly, using different emergency scenarios, teach 
children how to call 911 for help, and could save a life. (see Appendix C, “We won't let you die, 

Dad!” Readers' Digest, Nov. 1997, pp. 72-77). The activities also reinforce the importance of 

making informed, responsible, safe choices (e.g. never riding in the back of a pickup truck), so that 

children will be less likely to experience emergencies that necessitate calling 911. 

 

Note: Make enough copies of the 911 HELP Sheets (Appendix B), and help the children, fill in the 

blanks, so that they can put one by every phone at home. (When copying the HELP sheets, place 

the images on the front, and the instructions on the back.) Have adult volunteers help each child fill 

in his/her phone number, the family name, their land location, and the contact number(s) on the 

HELP sheets. Laminate the sheets, or put them into zip-lock bags before sending them home with 

the children. 

 

Follow-up and extension activities: 

 Rural children often care for younger siblings, so explore St. John Ambulance courses (phone 1-

800-665-7114; www.stjohn.ab.ca): We Can Help (7-10 years old); What Every Babysitter Should 

Know (over 11 years of age); First Aid on the Farm (12 years and up).  

 The Canadian Federation of Agriculture published Rural Kids, a supplement for babysitters in 
rural Canada, which they might update if enough requests for it are received.  Contact Kieran 

Green at 1-613-236-2633) for this resource.  
Note: While babysitting in 1999, Ashley Bigelow (age 12) saved a child’s life by using the Heimlich 

maneuver (a technique she learned in a babysitter’s first aid class) to dislodge a grape-sized piece of 

Halloween candy that was struck in the child’s throat. (The Windsor Star). 

 Discuss Aesop's fable of the "boy who cried wolf." 
A shepherd-boy who tended his flock not far from a village, used to amuse himself at times by  

crying out “Wolf! Wolf!” Two or three times his trick succeeded. The whole village came running  

out to his assistance, where all they got in return was to be laughed at for their pains. Then one day  

a wolf really came. The boy cried out in earnest, but his neighbours, supposing him to be at his old 

sport, paid no heed to his cries, and the wolf devoured the sheep (R. Ash & B. Higton, 1990). 
Ask the children what they think the moral of the fable is. (Moral: Habitual liars are not believed 

even when they tell the truth. Or, in other words, if you call wolf too often no one will believe you 

in a real crisis.) So Mic says, “Only call 911 when it is a real emergency.” 

 Emphasize that 911 is for emergency use only. Ask a police officer to explain the penalties for 

calling 911 as a prank.  Stress that it is an offence to call 911 if there is no emergency. 
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Kids’ Activity Sheet #4 

Farm Equipment, Machinery and Tools Activities  

Kids Farm Safety Program (KFSP)   
 

Preventative, protective safety activities 

Focus: The following activities provide additional opportunities for hands-on experiences that put 

additional safety concepts into practice. 

 

1. Imitate and/or job shadow 
Find volunteer (safety-conscious) farmers, and parent supervisors, who would be willing to closely 

supervise children in a job shadow situation for a day.  (Permission/release slips are needed).  Have 

the farmer demonstrate safe behaviour regarding farm equipment, machinery, and tools, for the 

children throughout the day.  It is important that children see, do, and understand (versus just 

reading about, or being “told”) when learning safety skills, so that they remember what they are 

learning. 

 

B. Landis, the President of Dryland’s Emergency Medical Services Association (an organization, in 

Hanna AB, that provides first response to rural accidents) pointed out that Early Childhood 

Development research tells us “young children are born imitators and learn more from watching than 

from listening” (Western Producer Farm Safety Handbook. July 1998. p 9). This means that simply 

"telling" children to be safe, or even how to be safe, is not enough. They need to actively participate 

in what they are learning. Their learning has to be concrete (seeing, touching/feeling, tasting, 

smelling – whenever safe to do so), using an interactive, hands-on approach.  

 

As the farmer goes about the farm, have the parent volunteers accompanying the children, ask the 

youngsters to post 911 HELP sheets beside and/or on every phone, and place safety stickers in the 

areas that need safety reminders.  Have the farmer show the children (rather than just telling them) 

why certain areas on the farm are dangerous and off-limits (e.g. “Feel how sharp a pick-up reel knife 

is, so that you know how dangerous it can be.” OR “Stand way back, while I will show you how fast 

this rotates, and how easily it grabs the shoe laces/hoody drawstrings this stuffed model/dummy is 

wearing”).  Have parents keep the children safe distances as requested. 

 

2. Protect your hearing on the farm  

Farmers and their children are exposed to enough loud noises produced by farm tractors, augers, and 

grain dryers, lawn/garden equipment, and recreational vehicles, to cause permanent hearing loss. 

Sound levels are measured in decibels (dB or dBA). The louder the sound, the shorter the (safe) time 

of exposure. For example, 65 dB can be tolerated for up to eight hours, 95 dBs for the same amount 

of time would be hazardous, with potential hearing loss. Anything over 100 dBs is not safe for any 

length of time (“Hearing Safety Activities on the Farm” 1996, University of Alberta), so it is 

important to wear adequate hearing protection. Some typical sound levels vary from machine to 

machine.  For example, grain dryers measure from 69 to 107 dB, augers from 90 to 102 dB; 

combines from 76 to 90 dB; a radio in an enclosed cab can be 105 dB; tractors measure anywhere 

from 73 to 99 dB; normal conversation is about 60 dB (Hearing Conservation for Farm Families, 

Canadian Centre for Health and Safety in Agriculture (http://cchsa-ccssma.usask.ca; phone 306 966 

8286). Prolonged unprotected exposure to 80 to 90 dB causes hearing loss, and hearing protection is 

recommended. Hearing protectors must fit properly and be worn correctly to be effective. An Earful 

of Sound Advice about Hearing Protection (1992, Cabot Safety Corp) provides illustrations, 

descriptions, “how to use,” and care for and clean formable plugs, premolded plugs, semi-aural 

devices, and earmuffs. It also suggests that a proper fit and acoustic seal with any of these ear 

protectors will alter even the sound of your own voice, making it sound deeper, hollow, or muffled. 

Cotton batting does not reduce noise levels effectively and its use is not recommended. 

 

14 



 

  

Kids’ Activity Sheet #4 cont. 

Farm Equipment, Machinery and Tools Activities 
 

Protect your hearing cont. 

 

The University of Alberta “Hearing Safety” pamphlet (1996) that follows stresses the importance of 

protecting one’s hearing. It suggests learning how to use a sound level meter to measure the sounds 

around the farm, so that excessive noise can be reduced, and/or hearing protection can be worn as 

needed. Instructions in Step 2 have been updated/adapted to reflect current sound level meters and 

their use. (Meters can be purchased for about $50 at stores like Radio Shack or The Source, and are, 

at times, available on loan for educational purposes. For Mic’s “Protect your Hearing” Kit, 

containing a meter, “Hearing Safety” pamphlet, and the Great Farm Noise Hunt video, contact 780 

373 2467.) 

 
© 1996; Written by Susan Haske; Graphic Design by Dennis Weber; Updated 2007 
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Kids’ Activity Sheet #4 cont. 

Farm Equipment, Machinery and Tools Activities 
 

Hearing Safety Activities on the Farm cont. 
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Kids’ Activity Sheet #4 cont. 

Farm Equipment, Machinery and Tools Activities 
 

Hearing Safety Activities on the Farm cont. 
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Kids’ Activity Sheet #4 cont. 

Farm Equipment, Machinery and Tools Activities 
 

Hearing Safety Activities on the Farm cont. 
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Kids’ Activity Sheet #4 cont. 

Farm Equipment, Machinery and Tools Activities 
 

Hearing Safety Activities on the Farm cont. 
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Kids’ Activity Sheet #4 cont. 

Farm Equipment, Machinery and Tools Activities 
 

Hearing Safety Activities on the Farm cont. 
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Kids’ Activity Sheet #4 cont. 

Farm Equipment, Machinery and Tools Activities 
 

Preventative, protective safety activities cont. 

 

3.  Create a cartoon, comic strip or poster  

With the children, view (and critique) Friend's running machine poster, machinery-related AB Ag 

posters/cartoons (www.agric.gov.ab.ca/farmsafety), and John Deer's “This test is no killer (but 

failing it could be!)” poster (See Appendix C).  Have the children discuss the messages these posters 

send, and brainstorm other safety messages that could be illustrated. The children can then create 

safety cartoons, comic strips or posters of their own that show the “NO RIDERS” rule, or other 

safety messages. Discuss the messages in their creations (making sure they convey safe messages), 

and then post them all in prominent places, and/or submit them to local weeklies to use in their 

publications. 

 

4.  Find and correct unsafe (visual) messages (link to Health and Life Skills curriculum and/or real 

life). With the children, collect unsafe messages found in farm-related children's literature, the 

media, and in photos taken at farm fairs especially those regarding safety around farm machinery 

and equipment. For example: photos from farm fairs where children (and dogs) are extra riders on 

tractors (Markerville, 1997; Joe and the child swinging from a rope in the hayloft in Farmer Joe 

Baby-Sits (Richards, 1997); kid riding on bale wagon (Busy Monday Morning, J. Domanska, 1985; 

in 1992 Houghton Mifflan Anthology); kid and round bale (Western Producer Handbook, Appendix 

C, article #3). Discuss the various messages sent in these materials, and have the students correct 

them if they are unsafe. The children could write letters describing the unsafe practices, include the 

media guidelines (USDA Fact Sheet excerpt in KFSP Fact Sheet #8, pp 15-16), and ask publishers to 

send safer messages regarding rural life. (See Appendix J for examples of illustrations and/or photos 

showing risky behaviours). 

  

Follow-up and extension activities: 

 How much noise is too much? A suggested rule of thumb is if there is a need to shout in order to 

be heard three feet away, the noise levels are probably 85 dB or more, and hearing protectors are 

advised. Have the children, with adult help and guidance, use a sound level meter to measure the 

loud sounds around their farms, record, and compare them, when several different farms have 

been monitored. Guide a discussion on how the children (and the adults in their lives) can protect 

their hearing. 

 

 The children can create their own stickers (Appendix H) and/or magnets by using Avery (or 
Staples) sticky mailing label sheets, available in a variety of shapes and sizes. (For example, 

about sixty 4” x 3.5” labels cost about $14.) Older computer students can help the children create 

their own stickers, on the computers, by transferring their safety slogans/designs onto the Avery 

labels. To make magnets, they can stick the labels to magnetic materials. 

 

 Some farm dealerships will provide PTO demonstrations, using cloth dummies. Alternately, 
dealership personnel have used a pole to dangle a shirt sleeve, jacket with drawstrings, or pair of 

pants near a PTO or auger to demonstrate how quickly the garment is drawn into this piece of 

equipment and/or shredded. 
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Kids’ Activity Sheet #4 cont. 

Farm Equipment, Machinery and Tools Activities 
 

Preventative, protective safety activities 

Follow-up and extension activities cont. 

 

 To give children some idea of how a long length can be quickly hauled in and/or wrapped up, 
demonstrate the wrapping action of PTOs and augers, use an old-fashioned wind-up window 

blind, mounted in its brackets on a piece of wood. Give it a tug, and see it whip up. The same 

effect can be seen in a vacuum cleaner cord when it recoils. Point out that PTOs, augers, and the 

pulleys in farm machines are much faster and more powerful – but it gives the children some idea 

of how a long length can be quickly hauled in and/or wrapped up.  

 

 The Alberta Agriculture Food and Rural Development booklet, It’s up to me! (1994-1995) asked 

the question, “Who is responsible for farm safety?”   Mic Safety Mouse reword the original 

question, and to ask “Who has to make sure I am safe?”  Instruct the children to replace Mic’s 

tractor by inserting their own drawing (or cutting and pasting) in the foreground, in front of the 

fence (on the page provided at the end of Appendix H), to remind them they are responsible for 

their own safety around farm implements/equipment and tools.  Mic says, “No one can watch you 

every hour of every day to make sure you are being safe.”  So it is important for you to 

_____________________ (record their suggestion such as stay away from the area of machinery; 

make safe choices/decisions about my safety; etc.). 

 

 Use resources from Fortis Alberta (Contact 403 514 4596 for “The Shocking Truth about 
Electrical Safety” booklet and light bulb; “My Electrical Safety Activity Book”; “Lenny the 

Lineman” placemats; etc.) to introduce discussion and activities about safe behaviour related to 

electricity. Fortis will also send out a team with displays/handouts for in-class safety sessions. 

 

 The children can write a story or puppet play, “This is the farm that Mic built” (using the 
traditional “This is the house that Jack built,” or Heilbroner’s (1962) version of “This is the 

House where Jack Lives” as models, if they wish). 

 

 Increase the children’s vocabulary, by examining words that describe how the mice behave. They 

scramble, skitter, scamper, scurry, and squeak. See how many "s" words describing the mice's 

actions the children can find. Have them tell and/or show what the words mean, perhaps acting 

them out to show the differences between the various words. Have the children think of other “s” 

words that would describe how mice might move or act so they can be safe. 

 

Glossary of words (from ON THE FARM, Machinery Safety with Mic Safety Mouse) 

burrowed: dug into. 
construction site: a place where things are being built. 

clamber: to climb, using all four paws. 

scampering: running quickly and playfully. 

scooted: went quickly and suddenly. 

scramble: move quickly, on all four paws. 

scurry: run quickly, scamper. 

scuttle: move with quick little steps, scurry.  

squashed: crushed flat. 

squeaked: made a high shrill cry or sound. 

squealed: made a high loud drawn-out sound. 

squeezed: pressed hard, crammed tight.  

winced: flinched or drew back as if in pain. 
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Kids’ Activity Sheet #4 cont. 

Farm Equipment, Machinery and Tools Activities 
 

Preventative, protective safety activities 

Follow-up and extension activities cont. 
 

 The children can rewrite any of the fairy tales or folk tales (e.g. have the three little pigs), call 

911 when the wolf comes, in the retelling of their stories.  Books like “Brown Bear, Brown Bear, 

What do you see?” could be “Little Pig/Mouse, Little Pig/Mouse, what do you see?” and the 

children’s tales can be adapted to puppets, turned into puppet plays, and performed for the 

community at large.   

 

 Literature/literary extensions... using the following resources:  
o Aesop's City Mouse, Country Mouse (retold by J. Brett 1994, and by L. Young 1996) Read 

the fable; have children list and make charts of other "dangers" besides the cat and the owl. 

o Address machinery-related safety concepts by reading farm-related story books, magazine or 

news articles. Children can rewrite existing stories to make them convey machinery-related 

safety concepts. They could write a sequel to Bell's Johnny Tractor story (Click on “Johnny’s 

Barn” and “Johnny Tractor Story book” at  www.johndeerekids.com.)  But instead of arguing 

about who is most important, have Johnny and friends brainstorm about making machines 

safer.  

o Paulson's Tractor Trouble (1997) can also be reworked and updated effectively. Discussion 

suggestions for the Paulson story include: 

 Find and talk about two pictures showing safe behaviour. 

 Find and talk about two pictures that show very unsafe things to do. 

 What are four unsafe things that happen in this story? (e.g. kids alone in house 

without supervision while parents do chores; boy runs in front of a moving tractor; 

Dad leaves key in the tractor ignition; boy plays in the tractor and turns on the key; 

father is not wearing hearing protection; etc.). 

o  After reading I'm going to be a farmer (Kunhardt, 1989), have children find and correct the 

unsafe situations in this book. They could also write a reply to the question, "Why would you 

want to be a farmer?" 

o Build a collection of farm-related children’s literature. Read and discuss the stories and the 

actions of the characters, as to whether they portray risky or safe behaviour. Ask the children 

what messages the literature sends about farming and farmers in general. Likewise, analyze 

the illustrations in this literature. Examples of risky and/or unsafe messages can be found in: 

 Civardi, A. and Cartwright, S. (1986) THE FARMER, Daisy Field’s busy life  

 Guillemette, D. (date not given) WATCH OUT! Growing up on a Farm 

 Miller, R. (2000) I went to the farm  

 Reynolds, M. (1994) A Dog for a Friend 

 Richards, N.W. (1997) Farmer Joe Baby-Sits 

o Books, such as Farmer Joe Baby-Sits and Waddell’s FARMER DUCK (1991) portray the 

farmer as being stupid and/or lazy (e.g. “There once was a duck who had the bad luck to live 

with a lazy farmer. The duck did the work. The farmer stayed all day in bed”). And the 

accompanying illustration shows a farmer, eyes half shut, sitting in bed with a box of 

chocolates and a newspaper. And later the text explains, “The farmer got fat through staying 

in bed,” and shows him lying in bed, with a bulging belly, finishing off the second box of 

chocolates. In this story, the animals combine efforts to drive the farmer from his bed and 

from the farm, “and he never came back.” Richards, on the other hand, in her Farmer Joe 

series, shows her farmer as “working hard,” but not very bright, and incapable of safely 

babysitting a youngster on the farm. Discussing the messages in farm-related children’s  

literature can motivate rural children and their parents to advocate for more respectful, 
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Kids’ Activity Sheet #4 cont. 

Farm Equipment, Machinery and Tools Activities 

 

Preventative, protective safety activities 

Follow-up and extension activities cont. 

 

honest, and realistic portrayals of farm life, and a literature that encourages farm safety, 

rather than one that reinforces risky and unsafe behaviour. 

o Encourage children to tell, write, and create their own safety rules and stories – some 

instructive and/or fictional literature to fill this rural, safety-oriented literary gap. 

 

Other farm-related literature/resources: 
Always be careful on the farm (book & cassette G. Bensen & P. Andrist, 1993  www.ndfb.org/safety). 

Big machines on the farm ( S. Cox, 1997. Toronto, ON: Penguin Books Can. Ltd.). 

City Mouse and Country Mouse (retold by L. Young, 1996). 

Farmer to Farmer (Rural Route Videos, Austin, MB. 1-800-823 7703). 

It only takes a second (Manitoba Ag./Food, 25 Tupper St. N. Portage la Prairie, MB. R1N 3K1). 

Johnny Tractor and his pals (L.P. Bell 1988. www.johndeerekids.com). 

Fun facts about farm equipment ( R.H. Miller, 1995. Dyersville, IA: ERTL Inc.). 

Mighty machines, tractor (C. Liewellyn, 1995 Markham, ON: Reed Books Canada). 

Usborne big machines: Tractors (Usborne Publishing Ltd. 1992, London: Usborne). 
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Appendix A 
ALBERTA FARM FATALITIES 1985-2006 

Alberta farm fatalities, 2006 

Twenty Albertans were killed due to injuries occurring on farms in 2006. Seven of these were (male) 

children under the age of eighteen.  

 

Date Gender Age Type of fatality 

Jan 3 M 4 Drowned in dugout after getting trapped under ice. 

Jan 30 M 17 ATV collided with another ATV while moving cattle; 

victim not wearing helmet. 

May 18 M 7  Drowned in dugout. 

Aug 8 M 2  Drowned in irrigation canal. 

Sept 12 M 4  Run over by a bobcat. Victim was riding in the  

  bucket and fell out. 

Sept 15 M 10   ATV rollover while feeding cattle. Victim was 

  trapped under ATV. 

Nov 17 M 6  Drowned in dugout while playing on the ice. 

   Total: 7  

 

Of those seven fatalities in 2006, four were drownings and three were machine-related. 

 

Three-year summary (2004-2006) by agent: 

 

The five child fatalities in 2004 were due to: 

 1 child dragged by horse 

 1 child driving an ATV collided with tractor, and run over 

 1 child riding in tractor bucket crushed 

 1 child in grain hopper 

            1 drowned in a dugout. 

 

In 2005, the three child fatalities were machine-related.  

 

The seven child fatalities in 2006 were due to: 

 4 children drowned in dugouts and an irrigation canal. 

 2 child fatalities were ATV- related 

          1 child fell out of a bobcat bucket and was run over. 

 

Note: Not all hospitals report injuries/fatalities to the Farm 

Accident Monitoring System (FAMS). In 2005, only 57 out of 104 

(55%) of Alberta hospitals reported to FAMS, so the number of 

injuries/fatalities could be considerably higher than what is 

reported. 



 

  

Appendix A cont. 

 

Alberta childhood farm fatalities 

  1985-2006 

Date Total fatalities,  

including children 

Child fatalities  

(0-17 years of age) 
1985 29 4 

1986 13 3 

1987 18 6 

1988 12 1 

1989 13 0 

1990 16 8 

1991 15 2 

1992 14 2 

1993 22 7 

1994 15 4 

1995 12 2 

1996 21 5 

1997 17 4 

1998 24 6 

1999 17 2 

2000 22 3 

2001 18 5 

2002 24 5 

2003 14 1 

2004 16 5 

2005 19 3 

2006 20 7 

Totals 391 85  (21.9% of total) 

 

 

Alberta farm-related injuries (2005) 
There were a total of 1353 reported farm injuries in Alberta in 2005.  They were reported by the 

RHAs as follows:  

 
RHA #1 Chinook Regional Health Authority 428 

           6 Capital Health 289 

           5 East Central 202 

           3 Calgary 128 

           4 David Thompson 124 

           7  Aspen 109 

           2 Palliser   61 

           8 Peace Country   12 

           9 Northern Lights     0 

                               Total number of injuries 1353 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

Appendix A cont. 
 

Alberta farm-related injuries, 2005  

Summary by agent 

 

 
 

Summary of incidents and agents of injuries (2005) 
Agents Number of injuries 

Fires      4 

Chemicals     51 

Tools   127 

Machinery   300 

Other (i.e. drowning, grain flow, etc.)   317 

Livestock   554 

                                                                      Total 1353 

 

National farm-related injuries/fatalities   

             based on Canadian Agricultural Injury Surveillance Program (CAISP) data (1990-2003) 

 

Ages of children Number of fatalities Hospitalizations 

1-4 years 96    471 

5-9 years 54    675 

10-14 years 45    742 

15-19 years 79    940 

                         Totals 274 2,828 

  
Machine-related injuries accounted for 66.1% of the fatalities and 46.7% of the injuries. 
Top causes of machine-related fatalities were: 

1. Bystander or dismounted passenger runover 17.2% 

2. Machine rollover 15 % 

3. Extra rider runover 14.2% 

Top causes of machine-related injuries were: 

1. Entanglement 15.2% 

2. All runovers 8.5% 

3. Pinned/struck 8.1% 

 

 

 



 

  

Appendix B 

 911 HELP Sheet 

 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - cut line 

911 HELP sheet instructions:  

 Fill in the details (phone number, name, address or legal land description and contact number) on 
HELP sheets. 

 Highlight the 9 and 1 in red, on HELP sheets, as well as on every phone to which the child has 

access. (Young children sometimes confuse the 6 and 9, so if the 9 is highlighted it helps 

eliminate that possibility.)  
 Help the child learn to read (and/or memorize) the numbers and letters of his or her address/ 

legal land description. 

 Once completed, tape the 911 HELP Sheet on or beside every phone the child has access to, 
including cell phones. If shrinking and attaching it to the cell phone is not possible, make sure 

the child always has easy access to a 911 HELP Sheet in numerous spots around the yard and 

farm, in case it is needed.  

 Pretend, role-play, and practice calling 911 using a disconnected or toy phone often, so that the 
youngster remembers the procedures: 

o Give your phone number, name of who owns the farm (the call centre can use this in locating 

the farm), and address (house number and street if in town, and the legal land description if 

in the country).  

o State what happened, and where. Describe the emergency (e.g. entanglement, equipment run-

over, fire, fall, chemical spill, injury by animal, etc.) 

 STAY ON THE PHONE UNTIL HELP ARRIVES.   Give the 911 operator the contact 

number on the bottom line to call your parents, so that you can stay on the phone with the 

operator until help arrives. 



 

  

Appendix C 

Additional resources for fact/activity sheets (in alphabetical order): 
 

1. A lot of doors close 

2. An ounce of prevention 

3. Be careful when taking your child to work 

4. Buckle up for safety 

5. Deaths of two brothers stun farm community 

6. Don’t take your kids to work – one solution: a fenced-off play area 

7. Entanglement accidents are preventable 

8. Family mourns tot 

9. Just say no, please say no 

10. Keep kids safe on farm. 

11. Keeping kids off tractors can be tricky 

12. Kids and chores… how old is [old] enough? 

13. Life without arms (Also see Camrose Canadian. July 18/99. p B21; Camrose  

Canadian. Aug 15/99. p A18) 

14. Meet the world’s most amazing golfer; the day Bob MacDermott didn’t play golf 

changed his life 

15. On the farm, safety of children is adult’s responsibility 

16. Please pray for me, Dad!  

17. Runovers are preventable 

18. Safety for life, match children’s agricultural tasks to maturity level 

19. Take responsibility for safety 

20. This test is no killer (but failing it could be!) 

21. Tractor operators: How young is too young? 

22. Tragedy strikes 

23. We won’t let you die, Dad! 

24. 2001 farm safety theme focuses on run over prevention – runovers are preventable 
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Appendix C 

Additional Resources for Fact/Activity Sheets 

 
1.  A lot of doors close (CANFARMSAFE. Spring 2001, pp 11-12). 

 

 
 

 

 



 

  

 

Appendix C cont. 

Additional Resources for Fact/Activity Sheets 
1.  A lot of doors close cont. 



 

  

Appendix C cont. 

Additional Resources for Fact/Activity Sheets 

 
2. An ounce of prevention (R. Rampton. Western Producer Farm Safety Handbook. no date. p 5). 

 

 
 

 

 



 

  

Appendix C cont. 

Additional Resources for Fact/Activity Sheets 
 

3. Be careful when taking your child to work (Western Producer Farm Safety Handbook. No   

    date. p 4). 

 
 

 



 

  

Appendix C cont. 

Additional Resources for Fact/Activity Sheets 
 

4. Buckle up for safety  (Case IH Canadian Farming. Winter, 2007. p. 27. Reprinted with  

    permission from the Case IH Canadian Farming magazine.) 

 

 



 

  

Appendix C cont. 

Additional Resources for Fact/Activity Sheets 
  

5. Deaths of two brothers stun community (Edmonton Journal, Aug. 22, 1998).  

 

 



 

  

Appendix C cont. 

Additional Resources for Fact/Activity Sheets 
 

6. Don’t take your kids to work – one solution: a fenced off play area (Western Producer 

     Farm Safety Handbook, July 1998. p 8). 

 

 



 

  

Appendix C cont. 

Additional Resources for Fact/Activity Sheets 
 

7. Entanglement accidents are preventable (The Community Press, 2007 Agricultural Supplement. 

March 20, 2007). 

 



 

  

Appendix C cont. 

Additional Resources for Fact/Activity Sheets 
 

8. Family mourns tot (The Edmonton Sun, Jan. 1, 2003. p 3). 

 

 
 

 



 

  

Appendix C cont. 

Additional Resources for Fact/Activity Sheets 
 

9. Just say no, please say no (Posted at www.progressiveag.org. reprinted with permission during 

farm 2007 safety week, from Progressive Farmer, Sept. 1990). 

 

 

http://www.progressiveag.org/


 

  

Appendix C cont. 

Additional Resources for Fact/Activity Sheets 
 

10. Keep kids safe on farms (Saskatchewan Labour, Farm Safety Management Series). 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

  

Appendix C cont. 

Additional Resources for Fact/Activity Sheets 

 
10. Keep kids safe on farms (Saskatchewan Labour, Farm Safety Management Series) cont. 

 
 

 

 

 



 

  

 

Appendix C cont. 

Additional Resources for Fact/Activity Sheets 

 
10. Keep kids safe on farms (Saskatchewan Labour, Farm Safety Management Series) cont. 

 

 



 

  

Appendix C cont. 

Additional Resources for Fact/Activity Sheets 
 

11. Keeping kids off tractors can be tricky (Western Producer Farm Safety Handbook. July 30, 

1998. p.7 used with permission). 

 

 
 



 

  

Appendix C cont. 

Additional Resources for Fact/Activity Sheets 
 

12. Kids and chores… how old is [old] enough? (Western Producer Farm Safety Handbook. July 

30, 1998. p. 6. used with author’s permission). 

 

 
 

 



 

  

Appendix C cont. 

Additional Resources for Fact/Activity Sheets 

 
13. Life without arms (Western People Supplement. Oct 29, 1998. pp 13-14; and Camrose 

Canadian. July 18, 1999. p B21; Camrose Canadian. Aug 15/99. p. A18). Reprinted with 

permission from The Western Producer, as well as from Jon Paul Blenke, who has been working at 

Flamon Rentals for the past two years, and is now at studying accounting at NAIT (Edmonton, AB). 

 

 
 

 



 

  

Appendix C cont. 

Additional Resources for Fact/Activity Sheets 
 

13. Life without arms cont. 
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Additional Resources for Fact/Activity Sheets 

 
13. Life without arms cont. 
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Additional Resources for Fact/Activity Sheets 
 

13. Life without arms cont. 

 
 

 

 



 

  

Appendix C cont. 

Additional Resources for Fact/Activity Sheets 

 
13. Life without arms cont. 

 



 

  

Appendix C cont. 

Additional Resources for Fact/Activity Sheets 
 

14. Meet the world’s most amazing golfer, the day Bob MacDermott didn’t play golf changed 

his life (GOLF. March 2005. pp 135-139). 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

  

Appendix C cont. 

Additional Resources for Fact/Activity Sheets 
 

14. Meet the world’s most amazing golfer cont. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

Appendix C cont. 

Additional Resources for Fact/Activity Sheets 

 
14. Meet the world’s most amazing golfer cont. 

 
 

 

 



 

  

 

Appendix C cont. 

Additional Resources for Fact/Activity Sheets 
 

14. Meet the world’s most amazing golfer cont. 

 
 



 

  

Appendix C cont. 

Additional Resources for Fact/Activity Sheets 
 

15. On the farm, safety of children is adult's responsibility (Farm Safety Association Fact Sheet 

No. F-018. http://www.farmsafety.ca/factsheets/tips-e/child_safety.pdf). 

 

 
 

http://www.farmsafety.ca/factsheets/tips-e/child_safety.pdf


 

  

Appendix C cont. 

Additional Resources for Fact/Activity Sheets 
 

15. On the farm, safety of children is adult’s responsibility cont. 

 



 

  

Appendix C cont. 

Additional Resources for Fact/Activity Sheets 

 
15. On the farm, safety of children is adult’s responsibility cont. 

 
 

 
 



 

  

Appendix C cont. 

Additional Resources for Fact/Activity Sheets 
 

15. On the farm, safety of children is adult’s responsibility cont. 

 
 



 

  

Appendix C cont. 

Additional Resources for Fact/Activity Sheets 
 

16. Please pray for me, Dad! (Readers’ Digest. Oct 1998. pp 50-59). 

 

 
 



 

  

Appendix C cont. 

Additional Resources for Fact/Activity Sheets 

 
16. Please pray for me, Dad! cont. 
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Additional Resources for Fact/Activity Sheets 

 
16. Please pray for me, Dad! cont. 

 



 

  

Appendix C cont. 

Additional Resources for Fact/Activity Sheets 

 
16. Please pray for me, Dad! cont. 

 



 

  

Appendix C cont. 

Additional Resources for Fact/Activity Sheets 

 
16. Please pray for me, Dad! cont. 

 

 
 

Reprinted with permission from the October 1998 Readers’ Digest. Copyright © 1998 by The 

Readers’ Digest Association (Canada) Ltd.  Further reproduction strictly prohibited.



 

  

Appendix C cont. 

Additional Resources for Fact/Activity Sheets 
 

17. Runovers are preventable (Camrose Booster. Sept. 11, 2001). 

 

 
 



 

  

Appendix C cont. 

Additional Resources for Fact/Activity Sheets 
  

18. Safety for life, match children's agricultural tasks to maturity level (Seeding Today. Dec 

1999. pp 25-26). 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

Appendix C cont. 

Additional Resources for Fact/Activity Sheets 

 
18. Safety for life cont. 

 

 
 

 



 

  

Appendix C cont. 

Additional Resources for Fact/Activity Sheets 
 

19. Take responsibility for safety/ Farm safety checklist. (Country Guide. January 1997. p 30 

used with permission). 

 

 
 



 

  

Appendix C cont. 

Additional Resources for Fact/Activity Sheets 
 

20. This test is no killer (but failing it could be!)  John Deer Poster; DKE5403E. 

 

 
 

 

 



 

  

Appendix C cont. 

Additional Resources for Fact/Activity Sheets 
 

20. This test is no killer cont. (poster page 1). 

  A 

 
 B
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Additional Resources for Fact/Activity Sheets 

 
20. This test is no killer cont. (poster page 2). 

A  

 
B   



 

  

 

Appendix C cont. 

Additional Resources for Fact/Activity Sheets 
 

20. This test is no killer cont. 
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Additional Resources for Fact/Activity Sheets 
 

20. This test is no killer cont. 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

 

Appendix C cont. 

Additional Resources for Fact/Activity Sheets 
 

20. This test is no killer cont. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

 

Appendix C cont. 

Additional Resources for Fact/Activity Sheets 
 

21. Tractor operators: How young is too young? (Dave Bedard, Keep Safe, p.1) used with 

permission. 

 

 

 



 

  

Appendix C cont. 

Additional Resources for Fact/Activity Sheets 
 

22. Tragedy strikes (The Camrose Canadian. Oct 17, 2004). 

 

 
  

 

 



 

  

Appendix C cont. 

Additional Resources for Fact/Activity Sheets 
 

23. We won’t let you die, Dad! (Reader’s Digest. Nov. 1997. pp. 72-77) Reprinted with permission 

from the November 1997 issue of Reader’s Digest. Copyright © 1997 by the Reader’s Digest 

Canada Magazines Ltd.  

 

 
 



 

  

Appendix C cont. 

Additional Resources for Fact/Activity Sheets 
 

23. We won’t let you die, Dad! cont. 
 

 



 

  

Appendix C cont. 

Additional Resources for Fact/Activity Sheets 

 
23. We won’t let you die, Dad! cont. 

 

 
 

 



 

  

Appendix C cont. 

Additional Resources for Fact/Activity Sheets 

 

24. 2001 farm safety theme focuses on run over prevention – runovers are preventable 

(Canfarmsafe. Spring 2001. p.3). 

 

 
 

  

 



 

  

Appendix D 

Mic's Maze 

 
Help City Mouse and Mic Safety Mouse find safe places to play. 

(Children can add to this maze, or make one of their own, but monitor their additions/creations for 

safety and accuracy). 

 

 



 

  

Appendix E 

Lotto game sheets  

Lotto sheet 1 

 
 



 

  

Appendix E cont. 

Lotto game sheets cont.  

Lotto sheet 2 

 

 



 

  

Appendix E cont. 

Lotto game sheets cont. 

Lotto sheet 3 

 

 
 

 



 

  

Appendix E cont. 

Lotto game sheets cont.  

Lotto sheet 4 

 



 

  

Appendix E cont. 

Lotto game sheets cont. 

Lotto sheet 5 

 



 

  

Appendix E cont. 

Lotto game sheets cont. 

Lotto sheet 6 

 



 

  

Appendix F 

Game cards  
Photocopy these game card pages on card stock, and cut the cards apart on the cutting lines to make 

a deck of playing cards. The card games require two decks of cards for each game.  

 

 
 
 

 



 

  

Appendix F 

Game cards cont. 
Photocopy these game card pages on card stock, and cut the cards apart on the cutting lines to make 

a deck of playing cards. The card games require two decks of cards for each game.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

  

Appendix F:  

Game cards cont. 
Photocopy these game card pages on card stock, and cut the cards apart on the cutting lines to make 

a deck of playing cards. The card games require two decks of cards for each game.  

 

 
 

 

 



 

  

Appendix F 

Game cards cont. 
Photocopy these game card pages on card stock, and cut the cards apart on the cutting lines to make 

a deck of playing cards. The card games require two decks of cards for each game.  

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 



 

  

Appendix G 

BE SAFE bingo cards  

 
Make as many cards as you need. Just alter each one enough so that no two will have “bingo” at the 

same time (OR use these eight cards in small groups of four). 

 

 
 

 



 

  

Appendix G 

BE SAFE Bingo Cards cont. 
Make as many cards as you need. Just alter each one enough so that no two will have “bingo” at the 

same time (OR use these eight cards in small groups of four). 

 

 



 

  

Appendix G 

BE SAFE Bingo Cards cont. 
Make as many cards as you need. Just alter each one enough so that no two will have “bingo” at the 

same time (OR use these eight cards in small groups of four). 

 



 

  

Appendix G 

BE SAFE Bingo Cards cont. 
Make as many cards as you need. Just alter each one enough so that no two will have “bingo” at the 

same time (OR use these eight cards in small groups of four). 

 

 



 

  

Appendix G cont. 

BE SAFE Bingo Calling Sheet  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

  

Appendix G cont. 

BE SAFE bingo calling sheet cont. 

 



 

  

Appendix G cont. 

Optional (BE SAFE) bingo calling sheet 

  

 
NO RIDERS 

  
Beware  

Entanglement 

 
Danger Pinch 

Points 

 
Danger 

Electrical 

1 11 21 31 41 

2 12 22 32 42 

3 13 23 33 43 

4 14 24 34 44 

5 15 25 35 45 

6 16 26 36 46 

7 17 27 37 47 

8 18 28 38 48 

9 19 29 39 49 

10 20 30 40 50 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

Appendix G cont. 

Optional (BE SAFE) bingo cards 

 
(Insert your own numbers; make a different one for each student).  The NO RIDERS column uses 

numbers 1 to 10; Safety live with it goes from 11 to 20; Entanglement 21 to 30; Pinch points from 

31 to 40, and electrical column uses numbers from 41 to 50. 

 

 
NO RIDERS 

  
Beware  

Entanglement 

 
Danger Pinch 

Points 

 
Danger 

Electrical 

 

 

    

     

     

     

 



 

  

Appendix G cont. 

BE SAFE bingo card markers  
Copy these onto card stock and cut them apart to use as markers for the bingo cards. OR if the bingo 

cards are laminated, put an X on the called square, with white board/wipeable markers, or wax 

crayons. OR use pennies or small tokens for bingo markers. 

 



 

  

Appendix G cont. 

Bottle bowling score cards  

 

Make as many copies of the score cards as you need. 

 
Bowler 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

# 1           

# 2           

# 3           

# 4           

# 5           

 

Scoring Scheme: Stay away from running machines = 5 points; NO RIDER = 4 points; Safety live 

with it = 3 points; Safety Rules OK = 2 points; Please be careful hearts = 1 point 

 
Bowler 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

# 1           

# 2           

# 3           

# 4           

# 5           

 
Scoring Scheme: Stay away from running machines = 5 points; NO RIDER = 4 points; Safety live 

with it = 3 points; Safety Rules OK = 2 points; Please be careful hearts = 1 point 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

Appendix H:  

Stickers, magnets, posters, and other resources  

 
Make your own stickers and/or magnets 

 

Make your own stickers and/or magnets by using Avery (or Staples) sticky mailing label sheets, 

available in a variety of shapes and sizes. (For example, about sixty 4” by 3.5” labels cost about 

$14.) You can use the computer to create these stickers, by transferring their safety slogans/designs 

onto these label sheets. Attach the stickers to magnetic strips, and put them on the fridge (and other 

metal surfaces) to remind you to think safety. 

 

 
 

 



 

  

Appendix H 

Stickers, magnets, posters, and other resources cont. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

Appendix H 

Stickers, magnets, posters, and other resources cont. 

 

  

 

 

 



 

  

Appendix H  

Stickers, magnets, posters, and other resources cont. 

 

 



 

  

Appendix H  

Stickers, magnets, posters, and other resources cont. 

 

 
 

 

                          
               



 

  

Appendix H  

Stickers, magnets, posters, and other resources cont. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

  

Appendix H  

Stickers, magnets, posters, and other resources cont. 

 
In 1994-95, the Alberta Agriculture Food and Rural Development booklet, It’s up to me! asked the 

question, “Who is responsible for farm safety?” on the inside back cover. Mic Safety Mouse has 

reworded that question, and asks children to provide the details for a similar page. Mic asks, “Who 

has to make sure I am safe?” 

 

 



 

  

Appendix H  

Stickers, magnets, posters, and other resources, cont. 

 

Mic asks, “Who has to make sure I am safe?” 
Have the children fill in the foreground in front of the fence (by drawing or cutting and pasting) with 

machinery-related illustrations that remind them to be careful around farm implements/equipment 

and tools. 

 
 

 



 

  

Appendix I  

Mic Safety Mouse puppet patterns and instructions 

 

Puppets and their impact 

 

Our Kids’ Farm Safety activities often incorporate farm puppets. The Mic Safety Mouse puppets are 

used to engage children in learning, often teaching them far more than can be learned from books or 

lectures. 

 

Longtime educator and puppeteer Marshall Wynnychuk, explains how he fused puppetry with 

learning in his teaching career. He states that he used puppets “to teach subject material,” having 

students make the puppets, write the scripts, and perform the plays, “which encompassed everything 

from stories out of the readers to the Canadian explorers [they] were studying.” He continues by 

saying he “was amazed at the effect the puppets had on the students, especially the problem 

students,” that their “knowledge retention improved dramatically,” and that “students would spend 

extra time researching and writing the story for the puppet show.”  He points out that “most students 

might re-write the script as many times as it took to get it right,” and “that they did it without me 

having to tell them.” Furthermore, those “problem kids” entrusted to him “always improved and 

actually began enjoying school,” and parents would report the year to be “the best year their child 

had ever had.” 

 

Wynnychuk produced an education series for children, aired on CBC television between 1966-1972, 

that was recognized by the Puppeteers of America as the “first educational TV show in Canada to 

use a puppet.” Jim Henson, the legendary Sesame Street puppeteer, upon meeting Wynnychuk, paid 

him tribute by saying, “Your puppets are doers, mine are real yappers!”  

 

Puppets were a major part of Wynnychuk’s life since childhood, when at age eight, he received a 

plaster-of-paris puppet named Monko. Wynnychuk maintains puppets also influenced the lives of 

his students by increasing their learning. Overall, he claims, “the children worked harder for them 

[the puppets] than they ever would have for me.” (University of Alberta Alumni magazine, The 

Orange, 2006, volume 8, #2, p 5).  

 

The Mic Safety Mouse puppet patterns (Appendix I) enable children to create their own puppets. 

They can then use the puppets to tell and/or retell safety stories and reinforce the farm safety 

concepts they are learning. Puppets help the children practice and demonstrate their understanding 

(and working knowledge) of safety as it relates to their farm environment. The puppets also allow 

the children to creatively indicate what they are learning. 



 

  

Appendix I  

Mic Safety Mouse puppet patterns and instructions cont. 

 
To create Mic Safety Mouse puppets cut two sets of mouse ears (Sketch 1) using grey construction 

paper or cardboard (or paint or colour the ears grey). Make City Mouse’s round inner ear pink, and 

use a dull orange colour for Mic’s furry ear. 

  
Sketch 1 

                        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                           City Mouse                                               Mic Safety Mouse 

 

Let the paint or marker dry before slipping the ears under and between your fingers, as shown below 

(Sketch 2). Slip one ear between the forefinger and the second finger, and the other ear between your 

third/ring finger and little finger.  Using washable markers, or sticky paper, mark eyes and a nose on 

your fingers (as opposite). Give Mic eyelashes, and your puppets are ready to act out this safety 

story, or one of your own. 

Sketch 2 

Hint: You can use your thumb and little 

finger as the mouse’s front paws to pick 

up props as needed (e.g. to carry City 

Mouse’s suitcase; hold a playing card) or 

to point to things (e.g. the yellow 

spraying sign). 



 

  

Appendix I cont. 

Mic Safety Mouse puppet patterns and instructions cont. 

 
Sketch 3 

 

 

 

 

Another way of creating Mic Safety Mouse 

puppets, is by using felt to make a flat mouse that 

slips onto one finger.  

 

This pattern provides the shape of the mouse and 

marking/details. Just attach a tail to the bottom of 

the mouse. If you are making Mic, give the mouse 

peachy-coloured hairy/furry ears, and eyelashes. 

City Mouse has pink ears and no eyelashes. 

(Because this pattern shows only the mouse’s 

back, you cannot see City Mouse’s pink 

underbelly). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

Appendix J  

Find and correct unsafe (visual) messages 

 

Here are some examples of photos, illustrations, posters, etc. that send risky and/or unsafe messages. 

We have indicated that they send unsafe (visual) messages by putting an X on each one. Have the 

children use these as a starting point, and correct them so that they send a safety message instead. 

The children can also find other visuals (include television) that send questionable messages. Then 

have the children correct them, and write letters to the publishers of these unsafe messages. 

 

 

Risky and unsafe (visual) messages. 

 

 
 

 



 

  

Appendix J  

Find and correct unsafe (visual) messages 
 

Risky and unsafe (visual) messages cont. 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 



 

  

 

Appendix J  

Find and correct unsafe (visual) messages 
 

Risky and unsafe (visual) messages cont.  

 

 
 

 



 

  

 

 

 

Appendix J  

Find and correct unsafe (visual) messages 
 

Risky and unsafe (visual) messages cont. 

 

 
 

 
 

 



 

  

Appendix J  

Find and correct unsafe (visual) messages 
 

Risky and unsafe (visual) messages cont. 

 

 
 

 
(excerpted from Reader's Digest, October 1998, p 55) 
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Find and correct unsafe (visual) messages 
 

Risky and unsafe (visual) messages cont. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 

  

 

 


