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MESSAGE FROM THE 
CASA CHAIR

In my third year as Chair, 
I’ve realized that CASA 
never stops evolving and 
changing in anticipation and 
in response to the needs of 
the agricultural community. 
Th is was best represented 
through the 2017 conference 
in Edmonton. Participants 
were introduced to up-
and-coming commodities, 
the newest ag tech and 
were privy to the latest 
developments in farm safety. 
Th is dynamic response to the 
ever-evolving agricultural 
world is just one example 
of how this organization 
continues to be a leader in 
the ag community. 

Another example of the 
dynamic nature of CASA 
is the successful launch and 
growth of the BeGrainSafe 
program. Th e uptake of the 
grain safety program has 
been impressive, from farm 
shows to fi re fi ghter training, 
BeGrainSafe has truly made 
an impact on the lives of 
farmers, farm families and 
farm workers. A heartfelt 
thank you to every person 
and organization who has 
made this program a reality.

Our ability to continue to 
make a diff erence in the 
health and safety of farmers, 
farm families and farm 
workers is thanks to the 
generosity of our sponsors. 
We look forward to 
continuing our partnerships 
with each sponsor to make 
agriculture a safe and healthy 
environment to work and 
live in. I’d also like to take 
this opportunity to thank 

Agriculture and Agri-Food 
Canada (AAFC). AAFC’s 
support is vital in carrying 
out CASA’s strategic plan, 
and secured funding 
allows us to continue this 
important work. 

Our board is an excellent 
representation of our 
membership. We are a 
diverse group and represent 
many diff erent areas of the 
agricultural community. 
Th is year, we said farewell 
to David Powers and Niels 
Koehncke and we welcomed 
two new board members, 
Karl Klotzbach and Dan 
Trottier. Th ank you to my 
fellow board members, your 
passion is integral to CASA’s 
continued success. 

CASA’s incredible staff  
continues to provide 
information, create 
resources, host conferences, 
support Safety Days, 
organize Canadian 
Agricultural Safety Week 
and do much more with 
limited resources. Th e CASA 
staff  is the best example of 
a collaborative team. Th ank 
you for your hard work!

Wendy Bennett, CRSP

Chair, CASA Board of 
Directors

you for your hard work!
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Th e FarmSafe Foundation, now 
in its sixth year of operations, 
continues to mature. We are seeing 
growth both in outreach and 
board membership. In 2018, the 
Foundation Board grew by one 
member to a total of eight. I’d like 
to extend a warm welcome to Paul 
Hoesktra to the Board.

As always, we look for 
opportunities to grow our donor 
base. With this in mind, I would 
like to remind donors that the 
Foundation is now registered with 
Benevity, allowing employers to 
help their employees give to help 
keep Canadian farmers safer.  
We encourage individuals and 
corporations to consider supporting 
the Foundation, your donations 
recognize the issue of farm safety 
and its impact on Canadian farm 
sustainability. 

In 2018, the FarmSafe Foundation 
worked with its expanded mandate 
to continue to support the 
BeGrainSafe program alongside 
other CASA initiatives. Donors, 
as always, were essential in 
this support. Donor dollars are 
leveraged to their fullest extent to 
support the grain safety program, 
provide assistive technology to 
injured farmers, send youth to 
safety days and create farm safety 
resources.

I’d like to take this opportunity to 
thank our donors. Corporations, 
organizations, and individuals all 
make the diff erences, thank you 
for your commitment to Canada’s 
farmers. I would like to thank 
two new corporate donors, Telus 
and Corteva Agriscience for their 
contributions and FCC for their 
ongoing support. I’d also like to 
take this opportunity to thank the 
CASA Board of Directors, your 
support of the Foundation does not 
go unnoticed. To the CASA staff  
and Executive Director, good work. 
Th ank you for your dedication.

Lastly, I would like to thank the 
FarmSafe Foundation board. 
Your commitment to safe farmers, 
farm workers and farm families 
is evident. I look forward to 
continuing our good work. 

   

Dean Anderson,

Chair, FarmSafe Foundation 

MESSAGE FROM THE
FARMSAFE FOUNDATION CHAIR

Donor dollars are leveraged to their 
fullest extent to support the grain safety 
program, provide assistive technology 
to injured farmers, send youth to safety 
days and create farm safety resources.

~Dean Anderson, Chair,
FarmSafe Foundation
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Change does not happen overnight...
Together, we can nurture a culture of 
farm safety and help farmers produce 
food safely and for generations to come.

~Marcel Hacault, Executive Director,
Canadian Agricultural Safety Association

MESSAGE FROM THE 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Please take the time to read 
about CASA’s achievements 
detailed in this report. It’s 
because of your support, the 
dedicated work of the CASA 
staff  and the guidance of the 
Board that makes what we do 
possible. 

In addition to our ongoing 
initiatives like PAF Safety Days 
and Canadian Ag Safety Week, 
our Grain Safety Program is in 
full swing. We have expanded 
to more farm shows, and are 
training more fi refi ghters. Th is 
year, we hope to expand to 
Eastern Canada and bring the 
BeGrainSafe program to more 
Canadians. 

You may have noticed CASA’s 
website has changed, we are 
now focusing on the fi nal 
touches, thanks for your 
patience as we roll it out. 

We met in Edmonton this 
last year for our AGM and 
conference. Th e focus on 
emerging issues related to new 
tech and new risks (including 
the newest ag commodity - 
cannabis) gave participants an 
overview of near-future issues. 

Th e provincial support of our 
farmers continues to grow. 
Examples of this are AgSafe 
Alberta and the Manitoba 
Farm Safety Program. Our 

path forward is to work 
with all agricultural safety 
groups across Canada to 
leverage resources and reduce 
duplication. Provincial farm 
safety champions working with 
farmers at the ground level is 
key to success. 

Th anks to our major sponsor, 
Agriculture and Agri-Food 
Canada (AAFC), we look 
forward to our continued 
partnerships with AAFC and 
all of our other sponsors. Please 
visit the list of sponsors detailed 
in this report and thank them. 
Th ey are vital to our success. 

Change does not happen 
overnight, but I am pleased to 
hear more farmers talk about 
safety, and what it means to 
them, their families, and farm 
workers. Together, we can 
nurture a culture of farm safety 
and help farmers produce food 
safely and for generations to 
come. 

 

Marcel Hacault, P.Ag, MBA

Executive Director, CASA

Marcel Hacault, P.Ag, MBA
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The Canadian Agricultural Safety Association is a national, non-
profit organization dedicated to improving the health and safety 
of farmers, their families, and agricultural workers. CASA works 
collaboratively with agricultural safety and health specialists and 
producers in all provinces and territories to promote health and 
safety on Canadian farms and ranches.

VISION
A Canada where no one is hurt farming.

MISSION
To make agriculture a safe and healthy environment to work and 
live in by helping producers and community partners to see and 
manage risk.
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CASA is led by a seven-person Board of Directors elected from its 
membership representing various sectors of the agricultural community.

Wendy Bennett (Chair)
AgSafe

Dan Trottier
Tatonga Inc. 

Dean Anderson (Treasurer)
Workplace Safety 
& Prevention Services

Dave Brand (Vice-Chair)
Red Deer County

Carolyn Van Den Heuvel
Farm Safety Nova Scotia

Je�  Shaw (Secretary)
SAFE Work Manitoba

CASA
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Karl W Klotzbach
CNH Industrial America
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Dean Anderson (Chair)
Strategic Advisor, Agriculture
Workplace Safety 
& Prevention Services

Nick Fox (Vice-Chair)
President
Prince Rupert Grain Ltd.

Marcel Hacault 
(Treasurer & Secretary)
Executive Director
Canadian Agricultural 
Safety Association

Todd Klink
Executive Vice-President &
Chief Marketing O�  cer 
Farm Credit Canada

Bruce Johnson 
Retired   

The FarmSafe Foundation is led by a Board of Directors composed of a cross-section of the 
agricultural industry. Board members are appointed by the CASA Board to represent CASA’s 
charitable wing.

FARMSAFE FOUNDATION
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Shanna Groeneveld
Customer and Segment                            
Marketing Lead                        
Nuseed

Jim Feeny
Communications Consultant   
CN

Paul Hoekstra
Senior Stewardship 
and Policy Manager                    
Syngenta Canada



SUPPORTING
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CASA, with support from partners, sponsors and friends across Canada, 
celebrated the third and final year of “Be an AgSafe Family”. This theme 
coincides with Canadian Agricultural Safety Week (CASW) and this year, the 
campaign had a new focus: seniors.

Canadian Agricultural Safety 
Week, presented by Farm Credit 
Canada (FCC), is an annual public 
awareness campaign focusing on 
the importance of safe agriculture. 
In 2016, under the “Be an AgSafe 
Family” organizers focused on 
children, in 2017, that focus shifted 
to “Appealing to Adults” and 2018, 
the fi nal year of the campaign 
highlighted “Supporting Seniors”. 

“Canadian Ag Safety Week 
really asks farm families to have 
conversations about safety,” says 
Marcel Hacault, CASA’s Executive 
Director. “Everyone has a role on the 
farm, the AgSafe family is a team, 
and everyone can contribute in a safe 
and productive way.” 

From March 11–17, 2018, campaign 
organizers supported seniors and 
the AgSafe Family by encouraging 
families to conduct job safety 
analysis. Developed specifi cally 
for Ag Safety Week, a resource on 
supporting seniors, infographics 
on rail safety and crop protection 
products were produced. Also 
available a new video highlighting 
senior safety on the farm. 

Also in celebration of CASW, the 
second year of the AgSafe Ribbon 
campaign saw over 17,000 ribbons  
ordered and delivered throughout 
Canada. 

In its third year, the Friends of 
CASW saw 13 organizations declare 

their support for farm safety through 
a friendship agreement. 

CASW is brought to you by the 
Canadian Agricultural Safety 
Association and the Canadian 
Federation of Agriculture with 
assistance from the Government 
of Canada through Growing 
Forward 2, a federal, provincial and 
territorial initiative. In 2018, CASW 
partners include presenting sponsor 
Farm Credit Canada, and Corteva 
Agriscience, CN, Fertilizer Canada 
and Syngenta.

For more information about 
Canadian Agricultural Safety Week, 
visit agsafetyweek.ca.

Everyone has a role on the farm, the 
AgSafe family is a team, and everyone 
can contribute in a safe and productive 
way.

~Marcel Hacault, Executive Director, 
Canadian Agricultural Safety Association

CANADIAN AGRICULTURAL SAFETY 
WEEK SUPPORTS SENIORS

AGSAFE FAMILY
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FAST FACT
77.7K: #AgSafe Family Tweet 
impressions earned in March 2018.

Each Canadian Agricultural Safety 
Week, CASA encourages individuals and 
organizations to celebrate by tweeting, 
posting, and talking about farm safety. 

In 2018, Ag Safety Week messaging 
was delivered by print media (mostly 
farm publications), and through on-line 
channels, including social media. 

CASA also produced a Social Media 
Guide to help individuals and 
organizations get involved in Ag Safety 
Week. Th e guide is intended to give farm 
safety champions ideas on how they can 
participate in Ag Safety Week through 
social media.

“Seeing the hashtag #AgSafeFamily all 
throughout Ag Safety Week on social 
media was very exciting,” says Robin 
Anderson, CASA’s Communications 

Coordinator. “Farmers, agribusinesses, 
government departments, farm safety 
researchers, and the general public really 
got involved.” 

Th e hashtag #AgSafeFamily had over 77 
thousand impressions on Twitter, and 
reached over 5 thousand on Facebook.  

“Th e potential audience for the 
#AgSafeFamily is huge,” says Anderson. 
“Th e metrics of impressions and reach 
give us a glimpse of how important social 
media is in getting out the farm safety 
message.” 

For more information about the Ag 
Safety Week Social Media Guide, visit 
agsafetyweek.ca 

The Canadian Agricultural Safety Week is a campaign with impact. The 
#AgSafeFamily made over 77K impressions on Twitter, reached over 5K 
on Facebook and 199 stories were published in print media. 

CELEBRATING THE #AGSAFEFAMILY 
THROUGH SOCIAL MEDIA 

TWEETS, POSTS AND STORIES

SECTION 1  |   Supporting Seniors

Seeing the hashtag #AgSafeFamily all throughout Ag Safety Week on social 

media was very exciting. Farmers, agribusinesses, government departments 

and the general public really got involved.  

~Robin Anderson, Communications Coordinator, CASA

Feature

(Top):  CASA’s Social Media 
Guide gave users ideas on how 
to celebrate the #AgSafeFamily 
on social media. (Bottom): Jill 
Morgan’s tweet in support of Ag 
Safety Week is just one example 
of the hundreds of posts using the 
hashtag #AgSafeFamily. 
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AG SAFETY WEEK 2018

#AgSafeFamily

A CAMPAIGN WITH IMPACT

AgSafe ribbons were 
sent to:

Not-for-pro�ts
Farmers
Safety Day Coordinators
Agricultural Societies 
Agri-Businesses
Producer Groups
Provincial and 
Federal Governments
Universities

SHARING FARM SAFETY
downloads from 
agsafetyweek.ca

2,000+ organizations signed 
up to be Friends of 

Ag Safety Week
13 

stories were 
published for an 

estimated reach of

199

4.5million

15,000+

SUPPORTING FARM SAFETY  

• Social Media Guide 
• Feature Articles
• Safety Resources
• Infographics
• Safety Advice Articles
• “Barnders” Cartoons
• ...and more at
   agsafetyweek.ca

77.7k
impressions
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CASA’s BeGrainSafe program, the fi rst of 
its kind in Canada, consists of trade show 
displays, table top displays, a microsite 
(casa-acsa.ca/begrainsafe) and at the heart 
of the program, the BeGrainSafe mobile 
training and demonstration unit. 

Over the last year, the BeGrainSafe 
program has continued to grow, with  
the launch of both on-line courses  and 
in-person courses for fi refi ghters and 
producers. 

“Anyone interested in learning about being 
safe around grain, producers, fi refi ghters, 
ag students, or the general public is 
encouraged to take a look at the online 
courses,” says Robert Gobeil, CASA’s 
Agricultural Health and Safety Specialist.  

CASA plans on expanding the training 
components of the BeGrainSafe program 
across Canada.

“All Canadians deserve to BeGrainSafe. 
In order to achieve that we are actively 
working to bring in-person training to 
fi refi ghters and producers in Ontario and 
beyond,” says Gobeil. “We are also working 
to bring the mobile unit to more and 
diff erent farm shows, so as many people as 
possible will have the opportunity to learn 
about the dangers associated with grain.” 

Th e BeGrainSafe program is generously 
supported by Agriculture and Agri-Food 
Canada through Growing Forward 2, G3, 
CN, Nutrien Ag Solutions (formerly Crop 
Productions Services), the Alberta Canola 
Producers Commission, the Saskatchewan 

Canola Development Commission, the 
Manitoba Canola Growers Association, 
Red Deer County, Alberta Wheat Growers, 
Saskatchewan Wheat, Alberta Pulse 
Growers, Prairie Oat Growers Association, 
Manitoba Ag Days, and Viterra.

For more information about the 
BeGrainSafe program, visit casa-acsa.ca/
BeGrainSafe. 

CASA’S GRAIN SAFETY PROGRAM 
DELIVERS
From awareness-raising displays and demonstrations at farm shows to 
firefighter training and producer education, the BeGrainSafe program reaches 
Canadians of all ages. 

BEGRAINSAFE All Canadians deserve to BeGrainSafe. 

~Robert Gobeil,                             
Agricultural Health and Safety Specialist, 
Canadian Agricultural Safety Association
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LEARNING WITH BEGRAINSAFE

    

Th e BeGrainSafe program 
isn’t just about the mobile 
training and demonstration 
unit. BeGrainSafe also 
includes resources like the 
trade show unit, interactive 
table top displays and now, 
an interactive, tablet-based 
grain safety game.

Th e BeGrainSafe game’s 
intent is to educate the 
public on the hazards 
associated with grain by 
using friendly and fun 
characters. 

“Th e game is very engaging,” 
says Robin Anderson, 
CASA’s Communications 
Coordinator. “Th e characters 
are fun without being silly, 
the scenarios are serious 
without being scary and it’s 
overall a fun way to learn 
about grain safety.” 

Th ere are two components to 
the BeGrainSafe game, one 
is focused on children under 
the age of fourteen, and the 
the other, focused on adults 
and youth over fourteen. 

“Basically, the messages the 
game delivers to children 
are that areas where grain 
is stored or is moving are 
not safe play areas, kids 
should not be alone around 
grain, and that entrapment 

happens very quickly,” 
says Anderson. “Th e adult 
game really focuses on the 
concepts of not working 
alone and always having 
a plan before entering a 
hazardous situation.”

Players are asked to watch 
a quick scenario and then 
make a decision which 
could lead to a successful 
resolution or a failed 
outcome.  

“At the end of each scenario, 
the player either sees a 
message of triumph that 
reinforces the safety message 
or a message explaining the 
failed outcome,” explains 
Anderson. “Sometimes 
a player will choose the 
wrong answer just to see the 
graphics and the message. 
You’ll see folks play the 
game twice just to see each 
possible outcome.” 

Currently the game travels 
with the trade show display 
and can be seen with 
the mobile training and 
demonstration unit. 

*At this time, the BeGrainSafe 
game is available in English 
only. 

The Canadian Agricultural Safety Association (CASA) developed 
an interactive, tablet-based game to teach the importance of 
being safe around grain. 
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Th e Progressive Agriculture Safety Day 
program is a community-organized 
safety event that teaches participants how 
to remain safe on the farm, ranch and at 
home. 

Safety Day topics are decided by the 
community for the community. Some of 
the most popular topics include tractor 
and animal safety and there are lessons 
available on issues ranging from meth 
awareness to ice safety. 

“Th e Progressive Agriculture Safety Day 
program is, at its heart, about keeping 
rural youth safe,” says Marcel Hacault, 
CASA’s Executive Director. “But it’s 
also about celebrating communities. 

Th e volunteers, participants, and 
local sponsors all come together to 
work towards one goal – a successful, 
interactive and fun safety day.”

Each year, CASA encourages 
communities throughout Canada to 
apply for and host a Safety Day event. 
“Th e great thing about Safety Days is 
that they are versatile,” says Hacault. 
“Each community has diff erent needs 
and the Safety Day program is able to 
address each of these needs.” 

“Since 2002, CASA has been 
instrumental in supporting the 
mission and vision of the Progressive 
Agriculture Foundation and the growth 

of Progressive Agriculture Safety Days® 
throughout Canada,” says Brian J. 
Kuhl, PAF Chief Executive Offi  cer. 
“With a presence in eight Canadian 
provinces, vital safety and health 
messages have been delivered to more 
than 127,000 children and participants 
at Progressive Agriculture Safety Days®. 
Th e partnership between CASA and PAF 
is special, as together we know we can 
make a stronger impact in saving lives 
and preventing injuries.”

To fi nd out more about Progressive 
Agriculture Safety Days, please visit casa-
acsa.ca/safetydays.

CELEBRATING 16 YEARS OF KEEPING 
RURAL YOUTH SAFE 
The Canadian Agricultural Safety Association celebrated its 16th year of  
partnership with the Progressive Agriculture Foundation® supporting rural 
youth health and safety through Progressive Agriculture Safety Days.  

SAFETY DAYS FAST FACT
62 volunteer coordinators 
were trained to host 
Safety Days in their 
communities. 
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CASA’s agricultural safety resources 
and teaching kits are interactive, 
eff ective, and free to borrow.

Ranging from an Underground 
Utility Safety Module to Stop, 
Drop and Roll Vest Kits, these 
teaching resources address safety 
issues by being fun and easy to use. 

“Th e hands-on teaching kits are 
great for all ages,” says Christine 
Maynard Balcaen, CASA’s 
Administrative Manager. “Safety 
Days, 4-H clubs, community 
fairs, classroom use, these kits are 
appropriate for a variety of events 
and locations.”

With the help of donors and 
sponsors, items like a second Bullex 
Digital Fire Simulator have been 
added to the catalogue of resources.  
Each additional resource focuses 
on specifi c health and safety issues. 
Each item has to be interesting, 
interactive and appropriate for a 
variety of uses.

“Th e feedback on the teaching kit 

items has been very positive,” says 
Maynard Balcean. “Th e resources 
help emphasize the importance of 
safety at home, at school, and on 
the farm.” 

Teaching kit items are available to 
borrow through the CASA website 
on a fi rst-come, fi rst-serve basis. 

Items available to borrow include: 
Bullex Digital Fire Simulator, 
Chemical Look-a-Like Kit, 
Fatal Vision Goggle Kit, Gelatin 
Brain Mould, Grain Engulfment 
and Lung Interactive display, 
Gravity Flow Wagon, Mass Force 
Demonstration, Noise Exposure 
Demonstration Model, Power Take 
Off  Display, Stop, Drop, and Roll 
Vest Kit, and Underground Utility 
Safety Module. 

For more information or to borrow 
a teaching kit resource, visit casa-
acsa.ca/shop.  

   

CASA RESOURCES HELP KEEP KIDS 
SAFE – FREE OF CHARGE
The Canadian Agricultural Safety Association (CASA) has worked to develop 
a catalogue of teaching kit items  that CASA members and the general public 
can borrow free of charge. Many of these resources are used at Safety Days 
across Canada. 

TEACHING KITS
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(Above):  Youth take part in Safety Days held 
across New Brunswick. (Photos courtesy of 
Ashley Robichaud.)
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The feedback on the teaching kits has been very positive. 
The resources help emphasize the importance of safety at 
home, at school, and on the farm. 

~Christine Maynard Balcaen, Administrative Manager,     
Canadian Agricultural Safety Association
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In 2017, like each year, conference 
participants had the opportunity to 
learn and network with others in the 
agriculture industry. 

Th e conference began with a 
welcoming reception on October 
3rd that featured a celebration of 
Alberta agricultural safety initiatives. 
Participants were able to hear about 
the various programs, ask questions, 
and mingle between presentations.

During the rest of the conference, 
attendees heard from a variety 
of presenters about evolving and 
emerging ag technologies, challenges 
faced by farmers when it comes to 

safety on the farm and the health and 
safety implications of the production, 
handling and use of marijuana. 

Th e conference wasn’t all business 
though –attendees were treated to an 
evening out at Fort Edmonton Park, 
a living history museum focusing on 
Edmonton’s early years. Attendees 
were treated to horse and wagon rides, 
a supper featuring Alberta products 
and entertainment by the local 
Edmonton band Ghost Boy.  

On the last day of the conference, 
attendees had the opportunity to 
take part in the fi rst emergency 
preparedness training with the 

BeGrainSafe mobile demonstration 
unit or participate in a 
communications workshop. 

“Farming is dynamic,” says Marcel 
Hacault, CASA’s Executive Director. 
“CASA strives to be proactive. Trends, 
technology and legislation aff ect farm 
safety - that’s why it was important to 
highlight emerging farm safety and 
health concerns.”

For more information about CASA’s 
Annual Conference and Annual 
General Meeting, visit casa-acsa.ca.

“AGSAFETY – MAKE IT A RECORD YEAR”, 
TALKS EVOLVING AND EMERGING ISSUES IN 
EDMONTON 

CONFERENCE 
2017

Farming is dynamic... Trends, technology  
and legislation affect farm safety. 

~Marcel Hacault, Executive Director, 
Canadian Agricultural Safety Association

Approximately 70 farmers, safety professionals, suppliers, trainers, 
manufacturers, and researchers gathered together to take part in CASA’s 
23rd annual conference and annual general meeting.
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At each CASA conference, 
organizers strive to bring the best 
and most cutting edge information 
to attendees. Th e 2017 conference in 
Edmonton was no exception. 

Th e fi rst panel, “On the Record: 
working safety on the farm” brought 
together farmers, industry and farm 
safety experts. Th ese subject matter 
experts talked about the barriers 
farmers face when working towards 
a safer farm. Industry representatives 
introduced their approaches to safety  
and safety experts explained how 
they work to overcome barriers. 

A major highlight of the conference 
was the keynote panel on a 
major emerging issue in Canada 
- marijuana. In response to the 
impending legalization of cannabis 
for recreational use, CASA invited 
two subject matter experts to 
talk about the health and safety 
implications of this agricultural 
commodity to farmers and farm 
workers. 

Dan Demers, Senior Manager at 
CannAmm Occupational Testing 
Services brought the historic, 
legal and scientifi c perspective to 
attendees in his presentation “Legal 
Access to Marijuana: How to 
Prepare your Policies and People.” 
Demers also stressed the importance 
of having appropriate policies in the 
workplace around marijuana use. 

Roberta Smith brought her 
expertise as Occupational Health 
Program Manager at the Colorado 
Department of Public Health 
and Environment, and as the 
collaborating lead author on a 
guideline for worker health and 
safety in the marijuana industry. 

Smith took attendees through 
the guideline, highlighting the 
occupations that produce marijuana 
and the potential hazards. Smith 
reviewed how the guideline 
addressed the challenges faced when 
working with the industry to ensure 
safety for all workers. 

Conference attendees also heard 
greetings from Christina Gray, 
the Alberta Minster of Labour on 
behalf of the Alberta Provincial 
Government. 

Walter J. Pavlic, Partner of MLT 
Aikins LLP, and Denis Roy of UPA 
brought perspectives on responsible 
agricultural workplace relationships. 
Pavlic on the legal side from an 
Alberta perspective and Roy  on the 
temporary foreign worker program. 

Rounding out the panels subject 
matter experts from industry and 
academia talked about managing 
evolving safety risks, everything 
from robotics to drones, to the 
impact of technology on ergonomics. 

SPEAKERS ADDRESS EMERGING 
ISSUES FACING AGRICULTURE 
At the Canadian Agricultural Safety Association’s conference and annual 
general meeting experts brought insights on some of ag’s most pressing 
safety issues. 

SECTION 2  |   BE AN AGSAFE FAMILY

SPEAKERS
Profi le

(Above): CASA Board Member Dave 
Brand introduces Roberta Smith and 
Dan Demers on the panel “For the 
Record: Working with Marijuana”. 

(Above): Marcel Hacault, CASA’s  
Executive Director; Christina Gray, 
Alberta Minister of Labour and Wendy 
Bennett, CASA’s  Chair. 

(Above):  “On the Record: Employer/
Employee” panel members Denis Roy, 
UPA; Walter J. Pavlic, MLT Aikins LLP 
and CASA Board Member Je�  Shaw. 
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Th ese safety leaders were asked to discuss current national 
agricultural safety priorities and programs, set safety resource 
development and partnership priorities, develop initiatives and 
commit time and resources to preventing agriculture-related 
injuries. 

Th e facilitated day began with CASA staff  providing context 
and insight into the non-profi t’s current national agricultural 
safety programs and priorities. Participants then shared their best 
agricultural safety practices, along with success and challenges 
and related them to supporting more eff ective agricultural safety 
strategies and tactics through CASA.  

“Th e safety leaders are all very supportive of CASA’s work,” says 

Marcel Hacault, CASA’s Executive Director. “Each of these farm 
safety champions show commitment to the safety of farmers, farm 
families and farm workers.” 

Th e farm safety leaders feedback continues to help CASA refi ne its 
work, and help identify gaps that CASA could potentially fi ll. 

“Th e feedback is highly important to how CASA goes forward 
with its work in the future,” says Hacault. “We look forward to 
working with these safety leaders towards a Canada where no one 
is hurt farming.” 

SAFETY LEADERS
CASA GATHERS AG SAFETY LEADERS TO 
LEND ADVICE AND GIVE FEEDBACK 
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Thirty-one agricultural safety leaders from across Canada and the United 
States gathered in Calgary to participate in a workshop to advise and 
support CASA’s work. 

We look forward to working with these 
safety leaders towards a Canada where 
no one is hurt farming. 

~Marcel Hacault, Executive Director, 
Canadian Agricultural Safety Association
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Donate to the FarmSafe Foundation! 
Whether it’s giving injured farmers a 
helping hand, keeping kids safe, putting 
the right safety tools in place, or helping 
to bring grain safety education to rural 
communities, your support helps CASA 
and the FarmSafe Foundation carry on this 
great work. 

The FarmSafe Foundation is a registered Canadian charity 
(840404487RR001) that supports the initiatives of the Canadian Agricultural 
Safety Association (CASA). 

THE FARMSAFE FOUNDATION 
SUPPORTS FARM SAFETY

DONOR GIVING

Th e FarmSafe Foundation supports 
the farm safety initiatives of CASA 
by educating the public by providing 
courses, seminars, and workshops 
on farming and agricultural 
management; and relieving 
conditions associated with disability 
by providing assistive devices and 
adaptive technology to people with 
disabilities. 

In 2017-2018, the FarmSafe 
Foundation raised over $61,000 
towards the delivery of CASA 
programs, including Back to Ag, 
BeGrainSafe, Safety Days, and Farm 
Safety Resource Development and 
Training. 

Of the dollars raised, one grant was 
awarded to the FarmSafe Foundation 

to support BeGrainSafe, CASA’s 
grain safety program. Corteva 
Agriscience (formerly Dupont 
Pioneer) granted $2,500 for the 
purchase of grain rescue equipment 
that was gifted to an Alberta fi re 
department. 

Back to Ag, a program that supports 
the cost of adaptive technology to 
traumatically injured farmers and 
workers, also continues to receive 
support from Farm Credit Canada. 

Th is year, the Telus Manitoba 
Community Board granted the 
FarmSafe Foundation $15,000 
towards the purchase of a Bullex 
Digital Fire Simulator to support 
resources available for Safety Day 
coordinators in Manitoba.

Th e FarmSafe Foundation received 
$1,000 in lieu of speaker gifts from 
Nutrien Ag Solutions. 

Corporate giving is an important 
part of the Foundation’s success, 
however individual donors are 
also vital to the Foundation. 
Contributions in 2017-2018 came 
through In Memoriam giving and 
through individual donations. 

For more information about 
the FarmSafe Foundation, visit         
casa-acsa.ca.
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Th e FarmSafe Foundation was 
pleased to receive $15,000 from 
the Telus Manitoba Community 
Board. Th ese dollars went towards 
the purchase of a new Bullex 
Digital Fire Simulator for use 
by Safety Day coordinators in 
Manitoba. 

Th e Bullex’s LED screen displays 
a fi re and users douse the fl ames 
with a laser fi re extinguisher. It’s 
a safe and clean indoor fi re safety 
experience. It even features realistic 
sound eff ects. 

Th e FarmSafe Foundation supports 
Safety Days for Children and Farm 
Safety Resource Development. Th is 

grant helped support both of these 
initiatives. 

“Th e FarmSafe Foundation’s work  
doesn’t just happen,” says Liz 
Ellis Clark, CASA’s Development 
Specialist. “It takes commitment 
and investments from partners - 
just like this one with the Telus 
Manitoba Community Board. 

To borrow the Bullex Digital Fire 
Simulator or any other CASA 
resource, please visit casa-acsa.ca/
shop. 

Thanks to the Telus Manitoba Community Board, a new Bullex Digital Fire 
Simulator was added to CASA’s catalogue of free-to-borrow resources.

THE TELUS MANITOBA 
COMMUNITY BOARD SUPPORTS 
THE FARMSAFE FOUNDATION

TELUS
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Profi le

(Top, from le� ): Marcel Hacault, FarmSafe 
Foundation;  Corrinne Peterson, Telus; 
Liz Ellis Clark, CASA; Jim Feeny, FarmSafe 
Foundation and Tim Prokipchuk, Telus.

(Bottom): A Bullex Digital Fire Simulator has 
been added to CASA’s catalogue of free-to-
borrow resources.
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THANKING OUR SPONSORS 
AND PARTNERS Want to talk sponsorship? 

Contact info@casa-acsa.ca 
or visit casa-acsa.ca.Thanks to the generous commitments from sponsors and partners, CASA was able to 

continue making Canada’s farms a safer place to live, work, and play.

The 2017–2018 year is the fifth and last year of CASA’s 
funding agreement with Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada 
through Growing Forward 2, a federal, provincial, territorial 
initiative. CASA was also funded significantly by other 
sponsors and partners. 

Corporate partners continue to support farm safety education 
for children through Progressive Agriculture Safety Days® 
(PAF), the largest rural safety and health education program 
for children in North America. Farm Credit Canada partnered 
with CASA to offer, for a third year, the FCC Coordinator 
Safety Day Fund, a grant that awards $1,500 to volunteer 
Safety Day coordinators across Canada to help cover basic 
expenses associated with running these community-centered 
events. BASF celebrated their second full year as a PAF 
Safety Day sponsor at the Safety Partner level. Rounding out 
PAF Safety Day sponsors are TransCanada and SafeWork 
Manitoba.

The BeGrainSafe program is generously supported by G3, CN, 
Nutrien Ag Solutions (formerly Crop Productions Services), 

the Alberta Canola Producers Commission, the Saskatchewan 
Canola Development Commission, the Manitoba Canola 
Growers Association, Red Deer County, Alberta Wheat 
Growers, Saskatchewan Wheat, Alberta Pulse Growers, Prairie 
Oat Growers Association, Manitoba Ag Days, and Viterra. 
Together, these sponsors have committed over $150,000 to the 
BeGrainSafe program. 

The BeGrainSafe program is also supported by Agriculture and 
Agri-Food Canada through Growing Forward 2. 

Canadian Agricultural Safety Week (CASW) attracted over 
$85,000 in sponsorship dollars for the third and final year 
of Be an AgSafe Family theme. Presenting sponsor Farm 
Credit Canada, alongside Corteva Agriscience (formerly Dow 
AgroSciences), and CN Railway continued their support as 
multi-year supporters. Fertilizer Canada and Syngenta rounded 
out CASW sponsorship in 2018. 

Farm Credit Canada continues to be an outstanding corporate 
sponsor and official Safety Champion. In addition to their 
other commitments listed above, FCC is a key partner of 
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Safety Supporter

Safety Helper

Safety Partner

Safety Investor

CASA would also like to thank the following 
organizations for their support:

• Canadian 
Federation of 
Agriculture

• Bourgault
• Hazmasters

Legend:
*Media Sponsor
◊ In-Kind Support

† CASA Business Partner

CNH Industrial America LLC
SAFE Work Manitoba
Fertilizer Canada

There are many sponsors and partners who are helping CASA achieve great things. 
Thanks to the following off icial CASA sponsors and partners in 2017–2018!

Back to Ag, a granting program 
that provides assistive technology 
to injured farmers and farm 
workers. Th ank you FCC for your 
commitment to farm safety.

CASA would like to thank the 
following media sponsors for 
spreading the word about Safety 
Days and the Back to Ag program: 
Th e Western Producer, Manitoba 
Cooperator, Alberta Farmer Express, 
Grainews and le Bulletin and Ontario 
Farmer.

$25,000 was raised for CASA’s 
Conference and AGM in Edmonton. 
2017 conference supporters were: 

Imperial Esso, Monsanto, Syngenta, 
G3, John Deere, and MacDon. 
Th e conference allows attendees to 
network with colleagues, take part in 
professional development and share 
farm safety knowledge.  

Canadian Standards Association 
(CSA) Agricultural Machinery 
Technical Committee celebrated its 
27th year of operations in 2018. Th e 
Agricultural Machinery Technical 
Committee was created to develop 
national and international standards 
for farm equipment used in Canada 
and provide Canadian endorsement 
of international standards.

*◊

*◊

*◊

*◊

Safety Champion

� ank you to all the sponsors 
and partners that contributed 
to CASA farm safety initiatives 
in 2017–2018. Your support is 
critical to CASA’s success.

*◊

†

Th is year, six agricultural industry 
members partnered with CASA to 
support the committee’s important 
work. Th e fi nancial support came 
from MacDon, John Deere, CNH, 
WSPS, CFA and Bourgault. 

Media Safety Champion
*◊
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CONNECT WITH US

All content copyright © 2018
Canadian Agricultural Safety Association

Canadian Agricultural Safety Association
3325 – C Pembina Highway
Winnipeg, MB R3V 0A2

Phone: 1-877-452-2272 or (204) 452-2272
Fax: 1-877-261-5004 or (204) 261-5004
Email: info@casa-acsa.ca
Web: casa-acsa.ca

Facebook: Canadian Agricultural Safety Association
Twitter: @planfarmsafety
Instagram: @planfarmsafety
YouTube: planfarmsafety / jemengage


