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Message from the CASA Chair
As I take time to reflect on this past year, it has been a whirlwind.
CASA started 2021 with a new CEO, Andrea Lear. Andrea has brought
a new perspective and new energy to the organization over the last
several months. We are grateful for Marcel Hacault, who retired
in March 2021 after supporting a successful transition to Andrea.
Marcel was long known as the “safety cheerleader” throughout the
industry and lead CASA to the organization it is today.
The vision of CASA is to ensure safe and sustainable agriculture where healthy
Canadian farm communities thrive. As we navigate our way through a global
pandemic, this mandate becomes increasingly meaningful. Ensuring that farm
communities can protect the health and safety of those working and living in
the agriculture industry is critical to sustainability. Farms have adapted safe
work practices, conducted risk assessments, identified required PPE, all to
ensure their operations are safe and productive.
The work of CASA and its partners across the country has been essential in supporting farm communities through
the pandemic. Collaborative partnerships are a priority of CASA, and the team was able to successfully launch the
“provincial partnership” group, creating a forum bringing those working in agriculture health and safety together from
across the country. This provided opportunity for partners to provide insight into CASA’s work and to collaborate and
share resources across the country.
This past year also saw a successful Canadian Agricultural Safety Week, a new campaign supporting road safety, the
first ever virtual conference, and the delivery of programs and resources to farm communities.
None of this work would be possible without the support from our funders, partners and sponsors. Your vital support
allows CASA to work towards safe and sustainable farm communities, thank you.
It has been a challenging year, we haven’t been able to connect with others in the traditional ways, but we have learned
new ways to connect, collaborate and engage. We look forward to the time where we can gather as we have in the past
to network and catch-up!
I am honoured to have had the opportunity to hold the position of Chair and am grateful for the incredible team at CASA.

Carolyn Van Den Heuvel,
Chair, CASA
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Message from the Chair –
FarmSafe Foundation
The FarmSafe Foundation was formed in 2012 to further
support the great work of Canadian Agricultural Safety
Association.
Over the past nine years, charitable donations through the foundation have
helped increase grain safety awareness and training, provided grain rescue
equipment and training to rural fire departments, support rural safety programming
for youth, and assisted traumatically injured farmers get back to farming.
There are several options, including one time, monthly, in-memoriam and
employee gifts to give to the foundation. It is easy to make donations through
Canada Donates which is linked on CASA’s website. I ask you to keep the
foundation in mind when considering your charitable donations.

“It is easy to make donations
through Canada Donates
which is linked on CASA’s
website. I ask you to keep
the foundation in mind when
considering your charitable
donations.”

Thank you to the directors of the Board for volunteering their time to help
build the FarmSafe Foundation’s success.
Thanks as well to CASA’s Board and Staff for their dedication.

Dean Anderson,
Chair, FarmSafe Foundation
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Message from the
Chief Executive Officer
My 2021 began with me joining CASA in early January. It
was an excellent way to start the new year! Thank you to
everyone who connected and welcomed me to CASA. I look
forward to working with you for years to come.
CASA’s work – like many – was impacted by COVID over the past year.
In-person events shifted online. CASA needed to find new ways to share its
messages. Its use of social media and online platforms were expanded so that
CASA could continue to reach its stakeholders.
An important outcome during the past year was the strengthening of our
relationship with our partners. A working group of national and provincial
farm safety organizations was created to help support producers throughout
the COVID pandemic. This group continues to meet monthly. And, although
COVID support continues to be an agenda topic, the group has expanded its
discussion to include other initiatives and joint projects.
CASA has a small but mighty team. Robin, Lori, Rob, and Christine work hard
to develop materials to promote safety and health in agriculture. And, they are
fabulous people to work with!

“Thank you to everyone who
connected and welcomed me to
CASA. I look forward to working
with you for years to come.”

I would also like to acknowledge the Board for their ongoing dedication and
support. Their time, input, and knowledge help CASA continue to meet the
safety and health needs of farmers, farm families, farmworkers, and farming
communities across Canada.  
Finally, I would be remiss if I did not acknowledge and thank Marcel Hacault
for his many years of dedicated services to CASA and Farm Safety. CASA
would not be what it is without his leadership over the past 16 years.
Stay well and be safe!

Andrea Lear
Chief Executive Officer, CASA
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The Canadian Agricultural Safety Association is a national,
non-profit organization dedicated to improving the health and
safety of farmers, their families and agricultural workers.

VISION

MISSION

Safe and sustainable agriculture
where healthy Canadian farm
communities thrive.

To engage with community
partners to promote safety and
health in agriculture by
providing leadership,
support and resources.

VALUES
1. We believe Safety and Health in Agriculture is a Priority.
2. We believe in Respect and Integrity.
3. We believe in Sustainability.
4. We believe in Collaboration and Consultation.
5. We believe in Accountability and Transparency.
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CASA
Board of Directors
CASA is led by a seven-person Board of Directors elected from its membership
representing various sectors of the agricultural community.

CAROLYN VAN DEN HEUVEL

DAN TROTTIER

DEAN ANDERSON

MICHELE ROGALSKY

Nova Scotia Federation of
Agriculture

Tatonga Inc.

Workplace Safety &
Prevention Services

School of Agriculture,
University of Manitoba

WENDY BENNETT

THEA GREEN

KARL W KLOTZBACH

AgSafeBC

Keystone Agricultural Producers

CNH Industrial America

CHAIR
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VICE-CHAIR

TREASURER

SECRETARY
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FarmSafe Foundation
Board of Directors
The FarmSafe Foundation is led by a Board of Directors composed of a cross-section
of the agricultural industry. Board members are appointed by the CASA Board to
represent CASA’s charitable wing.

DEAN ANDERSON

ERIN MCGREGOR

Strategic Advisor, Agriculture
with Workplace Safety &
Prevention Services

Stewardship and Policy Manager
for Syngenta Canada

CHAIR

(VICE CHAIR)

ANDREA LEAR

MELISSA PARKINSON

Chief Executive Officer of the
Canadian Agricultural Safety
Association

Sales Campaign Excellence
Manager for BASF

(PRESIDENT, SECRETARY/
TREASURER)

JIM FEENY

SHANNA GROENEVELD

TODD KLINK

MARCEL HACAULT

Communications Consultant

Business Enablement Advisor for
Integrity Group of Companies

Executive Vice-President and
Chief Marketing Officer with Farm
Credit Canada (FCC)

Retired Executive Director of the
Canadian Agricultural Safety
Association
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The CASA team

ROBIN
ANDERSON

ROBERT
GOBEIL

ANDREA
LEAR

LORI
DERKSEN

COMMUNICATIONS
COORDINATOR

AGRICULTURAL
SAFETY AND HEALTH
SPECIALIST

CHIEF EXECUTIVE
OFFICER

DIRECTOR OF
DEVELOPMENT
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Thanking Marcel Hacault

After leading the team at the Canadian Agricultural Safety
Association (CASA) for the past 16 years, Marcel Hacault
retired as Executive Director in March 2021.
Hacault lead CASA since 2004, spearheading the organization’s
transformation from a safety grant administrator, to an organization that
leads national efforts to improve agricultural safety across Canada.
“CASA has evolved into an organization that works with both provincial
safety groups and private industry. Marcel’s leadership has resulted in the
establishment of provincial safety groups that directly support farmers.
His influence can be seen in initiatives such as the BeGrainSafe program,
Back to Ag program, and the Canadian partnership with Progressive Ag
Foundation in the delivery of Safety Days,” said Carolyn Van Den Heuvel,
Chair of CASA. “Marcel has been a great ambassador for agricultural health
and safety.”
CASA Annual Report 2020-2021

“Having served more than
16 years as Executive
Director, it is time for
me to step aside. CASA
has been a wonderful
organization to help lead
and grow. I have enjoyed
this job and the terrific
people I have had the
chance to work with.”
Marcel Hacault
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Introducing CASA 2.0
CASA, as a responsive organization, works to address safety and health needs
in the agricultural community by gathering feedback, listening to partners,
and collaborating with organizations across Canada. Through this initiative,
CASA 2.0 was conceived.
CASA 2.0 focuses on an alliance of partners who collaborate and coordinate agricultural health and
safety initiatives.
CASA’s Vision of “Safe and sustainable agriculture where healthy farm communities thrive” is shared by
many others in Canada and around the globe. By connecting and working with these partners, CASA
can enhance and expand messages that promote safety and health in agriculture.
In 2020, CASA consulted with stakeholder representatives, and this feedback was invaluable to move
CASA into its next phase. What our stakeholders told us included:
•

CASA should be the leading stakeholder engaging on agricultural health and safety initiatives,
sharing its knowledge and expertise to raise the profile of agricultural health and safety issues
across Canada.

•

CASA should act as a hub for health and safety stakeholders to share and learn about programming,
successes, approaches, and best practices in other provinces.

•

CASA should work with partners and stakeholders to determine agricultural health and safety best
practices that are consistent across Canada.

CASA Annual Report 2020-2021
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SECTION 1

Lead an AgSafe Canada

Canadian Agricultural Safety Week
Celebrates Safe & Strong Farms:
Lead an AgSafe Canada in 2021

In March 2021, the Canadian Agricultural Safety Association encouraged all Canadians to
celebrate Safe & Strong Farms.
Canadian Agricultural Safety Week (CASW) is an annual
public campaign committed to raising awareness about
the importance of safe agriculture. In 2021, Safe &
Strong Farms: Lead an AgSafe Canada ran from March
14 to 20 and was the final year of a three-year campaign
celebrating farm safety across Canada.
“Safety is paramount in any line of work, and we understand the dangers that farmers face each and every day,”
said FCC president and CEO Michael Hoffort. “Farm
Credit Canada is proud to support CASA in its delivery
of important programs that help farm families stay safe,
as well as help farmers return to work after recovering
from an injury.”
This year, organizers focused on supporting farm safety
leadership through resources, safety advice articles, and
much more including a free public webinar “Be AgSafe,
Stay Rail Smart”, in partnership with CN on March
16. CASA also produced resources in partnership with
CASW supporters Syngenta and TC Energy.

For 2021, the ribbon campaign went digital and was
shared on social media as a way to raise awareness and
start conversations about the importance of farm safety.
The digital AgSafe Ribbon can be found on the CASW
website at agsafetyweek.ca.
“CASW 2021 is all about celebrating the leaders in
agricultural safety and health,” said Andrea Lear, CASA’s
CEO. “Farmers, farming communities, ag businesses,
farm safety partners, and other farm safety champions
are doing great work keeping Canadian farms safe and
strong.”
For more than a decade, CASA has been raising awareness about the importance of safety on Canadian farms
through CASW, which takes place every year during the
third week of March. CASW is presented by Farm Credit
Canada. In 2021, CASW sponsors included long-time
corporate sponsor Farm Credit Canada, as well as CN,
Syngenta, and TC Energy.

The AgSafe Ribbon campaign also returned for CASW,
but with a bit of a different look from previous years.

March14-20, 2021
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Celebrating the Final Year of
Safe & Strong Farms
2021 marked the final year of the Safe & Strong Farms campaign. This campaign’s aim is to empower
farmers, farm families and farming communities to build, grow, and lead the agricultural industry in safety
and sustainability. In 2021 Safe & Strong Farms: Lead an AgSafe Canada focused on leading wellness,
leading resilience, and leading safety.
Canadian Agricultural Safety Week is a campaign with impact.

In March of 2021:

>9

million reached

via online media stories

Online

farm tour

>2,316

Downloads (casa-acsa.ca)

>260,000

impressions by @planfarmsafety on Twitter

with the Federal Minister of
Agriculture, the Honourable Marie
Claude Bibeau.

>33,000

reached by @planfarmsafety on Facebook

In 2021, highlights of “Lead an AgSafe Canada” included:
•

3 Resource Streams

•

3 Feature Articles

•

6 Unique Resources

•

3 Safety Advice Articles

•

1 Social Media Guide

•

4 Cartoons

•

4 Public Service
Announcements

•

1 Virtual AgSafe
Ribbon Campaign

•

1 National Press Release

•

1 webinar

Thanks to sponsors, friends and all those that
participated in Canadian Agricultural Safety week!

March
14 -20,
2021

CASA Conference 2020
CASA hosted its annual conference virtually over four
separate sessions October 29, November 5, 12 and 19, 2020.
The sessions delved into a variety of topics ranging from
on-farm safety culture and ag innovation in a pandemic to
mental health and incident reporting.
The conference hosted a diverse line-up of speakers. Participants had the
opportunity to ask questions and participate in breakout rooms to further
discuss topics with colleagues across Canada.
Sessions included:
•

“Why Safety = Success: How to Get Farmer Buy-In” provided insights
into what it takes to change long-standing on-farm behaviours and beliefs
and explored strategies that have worked to encourage shifts in on-farm
safety culture.

•

“Bridging over Troubled Waters: Ag Innovation in a Pandemic”
highlighted resources and the latest ag-specific COVID-19 protocols
and emergency planning resources.

•

“Break the Silence: New Mental Health Resources & Initiatives for
Canadian Farmers” addressed the unique stressors faced in the agricultural
sector. Speakers shared resources and strategies to support producers and
their families.

•

“Safe Portrayal of the Ag Industry & How to Spot Harmful Messaging”
highlighted how to effectively report on-farm incidents and safety
protocols. Participants gained an understanding of why messaging is
key in shifting behaviours and ultimately, creating safer farms.

This year has been
challenging – from a
business perspective,
as well as mental
and physical health
perspective. It was
important to us that
we deliver a conference
with timely resources
and insights to support
farmers and their families
– on the farm and in their
homes.
Marcel Hacault,
CASA Executive Director

CASA has been organizing agricultural safety conferences for over 20 years to
bring stakeholders together to work toward improving safety and encouraging
safe behavior on Canadian farms.
Thank you to the 2020 conference presenting sponsor, TC Energy.
CASA Annual Report 2020-2021
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Responding to COVID-19
In response to COVID-19, the Canadian Agricultural Safety Association teamed up with
provincial partners from across Canada to share, communicate, and create COVID-19
resources to keep farms healthy and safe.
CASA worked with provincial partners to help share and
communicate important COVID-19 information as it
impacted farm safety. The desired outcome was to share
quality, Canadian ag-specific resources and information.
A bi-weekly meeting was hosted by CASA where partners
shared the latest COVID-19 information from their
organizations and jurisdictions.
“Reducing duplication of resources and finding the most
effective safety and health information was essential in
the early days of the pandemic,” said Robert Gobeil,
CASA’s Safety & Health Specialist. “This collaboration
between organizations led to efficiencies in getting the
latest and most accurate information and resources to
those that needed them.”

CASA Annual Report 2020-2021

Information, resources, and links were collected and
uploaded onto a COVID-19 hub on CASA’s website.
CASA also created public service announcements made
free of charge for any farm organization to use to inform
farmers, farm workers, farm families and farming communities.
Recognizing the valuable collaboration between organizations, the COVID-19 working group expanded their
scope and created the Provincial Partner Safety Leadership
Panel, addressing, sharing and collaborating on farm
safety and health issues.
For more information, visit casa-acsa.ca/resources/
covid-19

Section 1 - Lead an AgSafe Canada
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SECTION 2

Safe and Strong Farms

BeGrainSafe Highlights
The BeGrainSafe, CASA’s grain safety program has worked to save lives since 2017. From
awareness-raising displays and demonstrations at farm shows to firefighter training and
producer education, CASA reaches all ages. However, with COVID-19, CASA and the
BeGrainSafe program were required to change strategies to deliver grain safety
messages to Canadians.
Virtual farm shows became the norm in 2020 and 2021.
CASA took part in Ag in Motion, Canada’s Virtual Outdoor Farm Show, FMC Ag Excellence Conference and
the March Classic bringing resources, presentations and
information on grain safety.
The Introduction to Grain Handling and Storage Hazards attracted 284 users to the online course. Participants
learn about the conditions and equipment used in grain
handling and storage, which can contribute to grain
entrapments.
When possible, the BeGrainSafe program continued
to bring life-saving training to rural fire departments
through the heart of the program, the BeGrainSafe
Trailer and the Firefighter Grain Rescue Training Course.

CASA Annual Report 2020-2021

In Saskatchewan, training was held in: White City,
Kipling, and Strasbourg. In Alberta, training was held
in: Sturgeon County, DeBolt, Metiskow, Wheatland
County, Camrose County, Wetaskiwin, Magrath and
Cypress County. Although many training sessions were
postponed or cancelled, the BeGrainSafe program trained
over 260 firefighters.
“Even though there were plenty of challenges presented
by COVID-19, the importance of raising awareness and
training firefighters did not change,” said Robert Gobeil,
CASA’s Agricultural Safety and Health Specialist.”
To access training, or to request more information, visit
casa-acsa.ca/begrainsafe.
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BeGrainSafe Training
When possible, the BeGrainSafe program continued to bring life-saving training to rural fire
departments through the heart of the program, the BeGrainSafe Trailer and the Firefighter
Grain Rescue Training Course.

Alberta
DeBolt
Sturgeon County
Wetaskiwin
Camrose County
Metiskow
Wheatland County
Cypress County
Magrath
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Saskatchewan
Strasbourg
White City
Kipling
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SILO the Film
In 2020 and 2021, CASA working alongside
the producers of SILO, the first-ever feature
film about a grain entrapment, brought
screenings of the film to Canadian
communities. This collaboration brought
dramatic storytelling to viewers in the
hopes of preventing farm injuries and
fatalities.
Inspired by true events, SILO follows a harrowing day in
an American farm town. Disaster strikes when teenager
Cody Rose is entrapped in a 50-foot-tall grain bin.
When the corn turns to quicksand, family, neighbors
and first responders must put aside their differences
to rescue Cody from drowning in the crop that has
sustained their community for generations.
In DeBolt, Alberta, SILO the Film was screened at a
local drive-in theatre, with approximately 150 people
in attendance. In Manitoba, 188 families from the
Whitemouth area registered for a virtual screening.
Prairie Canola groups from Manitoba, Saskatchewan
and Alberta hosted two screenings of SILO the film
in December of 2020. CASA’s Agricultural Safety and
Health Specialist, Robert Gobeil participated in the
post-film discussions. “The screenings and post-film
discussions serves as a vehicle to educate, inform and
inspire important discussions about grain safety,” said
Gobeil.

For more information about SILO the Film,
visit casa-acsa.ca/en/begrainsafe.
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“CASA has been responsible for numerous screenings
of SILO across Canada these past 2 years. But they
do not stop at just showing the film; they ensure that
audiences and their communities receive crucial, lifesaving rescue training every time the film is shown,”
said Samuel Goldberg, Lead Producer of SILO. “We are
honored to work with them and to continue fostering a
partnership around farmer safety and health.”
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Safety Hub for Kids
Through continued partnership, Canadian Agriculture
Safety Association and BASF Agricultural Solutions Canada
(BASF) expanded digital farm safety resources for children
in spring 2020. The new, online platform provided families
with information, interactive resources and activities on
farm safety.
In 2020, many Progressive Agriculture Safety Day events, which are typically
held April through June, were cancelled or postponed due to physical distancing
as a result of COVID-19.
“Since many are unable to attend a Safety Day this spring, we wanted to bring
farm safety information and resources to them”, said Marcel Hacault, CASA’s
Executive Director.
The new online hub provides users with informative and engaging content.
The family-friendly website is home to farm safety information and resources,
colouring sheets, a grain safety game and video series on safety and healthrelated activities and demonstrations. The platform was launched April 23,
2020.
“The need to provide families with educational yet engaging content has never
been more important,” said Marcel Hacault, Executive Director, Canadian
Agricultural Safety Association.

With children at home
due to indefinite school
closures, we recognize
that more kids will be
involved in activities
on the farm, while, at
the same time, they
won’t have the ability to
participate in the typical
in-person Safety Days
that have occurred in
previous years. Our new
tool ensures children,
parents and teachers
still have access to the
valuable farm safety
information.
Wayne Barton,
Manager of Research and Commercial
Development, BASF Agricultural
Solutions Canada.

For more information and to access child farm safety resources, please visit
www.casa-acsa.ca/en/resources/for-kids.
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AgSafe Provincial
Partner Program
For the last three years, the Canadian Agricultural
Safety Association has hosted the AgSafe Provincial
Partner Program. The Provincial AgSafe Partner
Program supports the development, updating or
modification of agricultural safety resources. Since
2020, provincial organizations across the country
have applied to update, develop or modify resources
on topics ranging from PPE for Agricultural Operations to Slips, Trips and Falls resources and Spanish
translation of farm safety plans.
“This program helps reduce duplication across the country because
CASA is not only supporting the development of resources but also
acting as a hub in sharing these important resources with partners,”
said Robert Gobeil, CASA’s Agricultural Safety & Health Specialist.
Organizations that have received support from the AgSafe Provincial
Program include AgSafe in British Columbia, AgSafe in Alberta, the
Canadian Centre for Health and Safety in Agriculture out of the University of Saskatchewan, Manitoba’s Keystone Agricultural Producers,
Ontario Federation of Agriculture, Workplace Safety & Prevention
Services in Ontario, L’Union des producteurs agricoles, and Farm
Safety Nova Scotia.
“Here in Nova Scotia, the Fruit Growers Association and the Christmas
Tree Council applied to the AgSafe Provincial Partner Program for
support to translate their commodity specific farm safety plans into
Spanish,” said Lori Brookhouse, Farm Safety Nova Scotia’s Farm
Safety Advisor. “It was important to these associations to have this
resource available to their workers in their own language. We’re happy
to have the opportunity to share these resources with farms across
Canada.”
For more information visit www.casa-acsa.ca/en/programs/agsafeprovincial-partners.
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SECTION 3

Giving Safety
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Thanking Our Sponsors
and Partners
Thanks to the generous commitments from sponsors and partners, CASA was able to
continue making Canada’s farms a safer place to live, work, and play.
The 2020-2021 year is the third year of CASA’s funding agreement with Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada
through the Canadian Agricultural Partnership, a
federal, provincial and territorial initiative. CASA is
also funded significantly by other sponsors and partners.
Programming in 2020 and 2021 proved to be different
due to COVID-19, and sponsors and partners continued to support CASA’s efforts to equip producers, farm
families, farm workers and farming communities with
the information and tools they need to make farms a
safe place to live and work.
Corporate partners showed their commitment to farm
safety education for children through Progressive Agriculture Safety Days® (PAF), through virtual events
and through an online resource directed at children and
their parents. Thanks to TC Energy and BASF for their
valuable contributions to help keep kids safe.
The BeGrainSafe program was able to pivot to online
SILO screenings, online training and online awareness
events. BeGrainSafe was also able, when possible and
by strictly abiding by public health guidelines, to train

CASA Annual Report 2020-2021

firefighters in grain rescue. BeGrainSafe is generously
supported by FMC, Corteva, G3, CN, Canadian Canola
Growers Association, Alberta Wheat Growers, SaskCanola,
Farm Credit Canada, SaskWheat, Alberta Canola, Viterra,
Manitoba Canola and Prairie Oat Growers Association.
The BeGrainSafe program is also supported by Agriculture
and Agri-Food Canada through the Canadian Agricultural
Partnership.
Canadian Agricultural Safety Week (CASW) was
presented by Farm Credit Canada. Rounding out
CASW sponsors are CN and Syngenta.
2020 CASA virtual conference supporters were
TC Energy and Safe Work Manitoba.
Canadian Agricultural Systems Standards Oversight
(CASSO) committee works to develop standards for
agricultural equipment and systems that are in the best
interest of Canada and Canadian agricultural producers.
This year, five agricultural industry members partnered
with CASA to support the committee’s important work.
With thanks to ASABE, John Deere USA, Borgault,
AGI and Vermeer.
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Thank You!
There are many sponsors and partners who are helping CASA achieve great things.
Thanks to the following official CASA sponsors and partners in 2020 – 2021!
◊ In-Kind Support

Safety Champion

Safety Partner

Safety Investor
◊

◊

Safety Supporter

◊

Safety Helper
SAFE Work Manitoba

Vermeer

Bourgault

Prairie Oat Growers Association

AGI
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CONNECT WITH US

Canadian Agricultural Safety Association
1255 – B Clarence Avenue
Winnipeg, MB R3T 1T4
Phone: 1-877-452-2272 or (204) 452-2272
Fax: 1-877-261-5004 or (204) 261-5004
Email: info@casa-acsa.ca
Web: casa-acsa.ca

All content copyright © 2021
Canadian Agricultural Safety Association

Facebook: facebook.com/planfarmsafety
Twitter: @planfarmsafety
Instagram: @planfarmsafety
YouTube: planfarmsafety / jemengage

