SAFE & STRONG

FARMS
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on the farm

growing safe

PRODUCER TOOLS

GRAIN BIN
ASSESSMENT CHART

USE THIS TOOL TO HELP KEEP YOU SAFE IF YOUR GRAIN IS OUT OF CONDITION.

Important: If any of these questions cannot be answered or the condition satis ed, DO NOT continue and DO NOT entel
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Question

IS YOUR GRAIN IN GOOD
CONDITION?

Yes

Good, regularly monitor
temperature and humidity.

\[e]

(SEE NEXT QUESTION)

IS THE GRAIN FLOWING EASILY
THROUGH YOUR AUGER AND CHUTE?

Good, regularly monitor
temperature and humidity.

(SEE NEXT QUESTION)

IS YOUR AUGER CURRENTLY i it out.
Power it down and lock it out (SEE NEXT QUESTION)
RUNNING? (SEE NEXT QUESTION)
IS THE CHUTE OPEN? Close the chute and lock it out. (SEE NEXT QUESTION)

(SEE NEXT QUESTION)

ARE YOU WORKING ALONE?

Get another worker to be an
attendant. (SEE NEXT QUESTION)

(SEE NEXT QUESTION)

WILL YOU BE ABLE TO SAFELY ENTER
AND EXIT THE BIN THROUGH AN
OPENING?

(SEE NEXT QUESTION)

You will need to find an alternate
and safe way to fix the out of
condition grain from the outside
of the bin. (DO NOT CONTINUE
WITH THIS TOOL)

DO YOU HAVE A PROCEDURE OR
PLAN FOR ENTERING THE BIN?

Great, review the procedure
with your attendant.
(SEE NEXT QUESTION)

Create an entry procedure or plan
and review it with your attendant.
(SEE NEXT QUESTION)




Question

Yes

No

DOES YOUR ATTENDANT KNOW
WHAT TO DO IN CASE OF AN
EMERGENCY SITUATION?

Great, review the Emergency
Response Plan with your
attendant. (SEE NEXT QUESTION)

Create an Emergency Response
Plan and review it with your
attendant. (SEE NEXT QUESTION)

ARE YOU WEARING FALL
PROTECTION EQUIPMENT?

(SEE NEXT QUESTION)

Put on a properly fitted and
adjusted harness and attach it
to an appropriate fall protection
system for your situation.
(SEE NEXT QUESTION)

ISYOUR FALL PROTECTION
EQUIPMENT ATTACHED TOA
SECURE ANCHOR POINT?

(SEE NEXT QUESTION)

Install and attach your
fall protection equipment

to a secure anchor point.
(SEE NEXT QUESTION)

ARE YOU WEARING APPROPRIATE
RESPIRATORY AND PERSONAL
PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT?

(SEE NEXT QUESTION)

Put on the following as needed:

* Safety eyewear — eye hazards

* Safety footwear — foot hazards

* Protective clothing (coveralls)
— keep dust, grain, and other
contaminants from making
skin contact

* Hearing protection — loud
environments (over 85db)

* Gloves — pinch points, sharp
objects

* Respiratory equipment
(N95 dust mask or half-face
respirator with P100 filter)

(SEE NEXT QUESTION)

IS THE AIR QUALITY INSIDE
THE BIN SAFE FOR ENTRY
(OXYGEN LEVELS ABOVE 19.5%)?

(SEE NEXT QUESTION)

Open the hatch, purge the space
by adding airflow (may turn
on aeration), re-test air quality
after 15 minutes. Continue until

oxygen levels are above 19.5%.
(SEE NEXT QUESTION)
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Question

Yes

IS THERE POTENTIAL FOR
ADUST EXPLOSION?

Let dust settle, remove any
potential for an ignition source,
and monitor until levels are
acceptable (can see clearly across
the bin). (SEE NEXT QUESTION)

You may now carefully
enter the bin.
(SEE NEXT QUESTION)

ISYOUR FALL PROTECTION
EQUIPMENT FREE OF SLACK?

(SEE NEXT QUESTION)

Take the slack out of your lifeline.
(SEE NEXT QUESTION)

IS THE GRAIN CRUSTED UP
OR BRIDGED OVER?

Assess and use the best and safest
method to loosen the bridged
grain. Avoid standing in the
middle of the bridged over section
as there may be a void underneath.
(SEE NEXT QUESTION)

(SEE NEXT QUESTION)

IS THE GRAIN SCALED UP
ON THE SIDE WALL?

Assess and use the best and safest
method to loosen the scale on the
side wall. Stay away from the side

wall in case the grain lets go.
(SEE NEXT QUESTION)

(SEE NEXT QUESTION)

IS THE GRAIN LOOSENED UP?

Remove all tools and equipment
from the bin, safely exit the bin,
remove lockout devices from
augers and chutes, and test the
flow of grain. (SEE NEXT QUESTION)

Continue with this step
until crust or scale is removed.
(SEE NEXT QUESTION)

IS THE GRAIN FLOWING EASILY?

Good, remove your personal
protective equipment, regularly
monitor temperature and

Start over with this tool.

humidity.
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